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					Abstract 
Centrifugal trends expressed in crises within the organization of European Integration (European Union) are growing. This research work is aimed at identifying the causes of the disintegration policy, how crises influence the growth of skeptical views in Spanish participation in European Union. In order to explain why skepticism is growing in Spain, this study present an analysis of such crises as Brexit, refugee crisis, Hungarian and Poland situation, eurozone crisis, COVID-19 Pandemic and internal factor of the state’s policy such internal separatism. However, despite the skepticism, Spain is continuing to participate in the organization and follows all of the EU’s regulations, even more than other states. In order to represent that skepticism can be overcome, a banking union, an environmental deal, energy union and technology policies of EU are being considered as centripetal forces. Such factors reduce negative indicators about European integration and confirm that Spain continues to develop in the EU, despite the growth of scepticism.
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INTRODUCTION
European integration is a historical process, which consists in the unification of states that give part of their sovereignty to an independent organization. This process in Europe is expressed in the existence of the European Union, the purpose of which is to unite people to gain prosperity and economic growth. The research study aimed to define the historical context of European integration, prerequisites for disintegration in Europe, Spain's position to the crisis in the European Community. Despite the fact that European integration continues to develop, Vollard (2018) believes that it is possible to assume a slight decline in integration in Europe. European integration has its positive development in the field of Banking Union, Energy Union, green deal, however, it is necessary to take into account such crises as the migration crisis, the euro zone crisis, the pandemic crisis, Brexit as factors constraining European integration. All these crises affect individual member States of the European Union. Therefore, the purpose of this work is to identify the causes of the disintegration policy, as well as the impact of centrifugal trends on the Spanish region.
The significance of this study lies in the fact that the analysis of the behavior and attitudes of Spain is central since Spain is one of the first countries to be included in the integration agreements at the end of the 20th century. Mistress (2014) believes that the further development of EU integration largely depends on the attitude of Spain. 
Methodology and methods
The research goal of this study is to identify factors that hinder European integration within the European Union through the prism of Spain's economic and political policies towards this integration. The research question is what economic and political crises influence centrifugal trends to emerge in European society and how Spain organize its politics in the sphere of integration. Why is scepticism towards common goals growing in the European Union after more than sixty years of the organization's existence? What is the position of Spain, the continuation of the policy towards European integration or the growth of scepticism? Therefore, the main research question of this paper is what crises influence the most in the politics of European integration and what policy has been adopted by the Spanish society. 

To achieve the main goal of this study, it is necessary to solve the following tasks:
· to explain the historical context of European integration and creation of European Union 
· to describe the political and economic prerequisites for the growth of skepticism towards integration
· to analyse the reasons for the emergence of the centrifugal force in the European community
· to record the positive and negative impact of European integration on the economy and politics of Spain
· to understand Spain's position on the European Union and its future development
· to evaluate positive trends in European integration
· to identify the reasons for Spain's political point of view on fluctuations in the sphere of integration

In order to answer the main research question of this paper, it is essential to use applicable methodological approach, which consists of qualitative analysis of different documents and research articles. What is more, the methodological frame includes case study method in order to answer the research question of the paper, which incorporates the position of Spain. 
	In this study, qualitative methods of international relations research will be used to analyse and study the factors that influenced the strengthening of centrifugal trends in the development of European integration, as well as to identify Spain's position on this issue.
	In the first chapter, such research methods were used as analysis and comparison in order to present historical context of the researched problem. In second chapter, the methodological basis of the study was statistical analysis, analysis and deduction. In the third chapter, such research methods as analysis and synthesis were used.
	First of all, this research study is a document-based research, because analysis of primary source documents provides a wide range of official documents that help to understand the historical background of political and economic events, such as European integration, as well as the analysis of documents provides an opportunity to come to a conclusion about the reasons for the emergence of centrifugal forces in the EU. Such documents are presented in the paragraph primary sources.
	Furthermore, this work includes internet-based research. In order to understand the position of Spain it is necessary to analyse scholarly journal articles, especially such articles, that are written in Spanish. Such review will allow a deeper analysis of Spain's position on European integration. These sources are presented in the references section.
	What is more, case study as a research design will be used in this work. Case study of Spain is important as Spain was one of the first countries that joined the European Union and at the moment, do not have a tendency to separate from the Union. However, the onset of crisis points affects the behaviour of specific countries in functioning as a member of the European Union. Therefore, the case study of Spain will be chosen as a method of studying the problem of centrifugal trends of European integration.
	Lastly, in this research work will be used Surveys and Secondary sources. Polls reports are also important for studying Spain's position in the European Union, as the survey, according to Coban (2010), express the primary and "live" opinion of political journalists on a certain topic. The use of survey is also important for this study, since many crises of the European Zone occurred not so long ago, so the fresh opinion of the citizens needs to be analysed to identify the position of Spain.




In this study, independent variable is shown as political and economic crises, as the development of European integration faces a problem of centrifugal trends. Likewise, dependent variable is presented in the form of political and economic behaviour of Spain to the general trends in the European Community.

Hypothesis
Spain joined European Economic Community in 1986, which further was developed as European Union in 1992. Spain has gained great economic growth thanks to cooperation within the union, but recently there has been a tendency of scepticism about the continued success of membership in this organization. That is why the main hypothesis of this scientific work is that, due to external challenges (political and economic crises) in European Union and inside Spain (internal crisis situations), centrifugal trends and the level of scepticism in the development of future agreements of the European Union are growing among the Spanish society, however Spain as a member of the European Union, continues to cooperate and fulfil the conditions of the organization more than other European states. 
 
Theoretical framework
	In order to analyse the process of European integration and disintegration, in this research work there are four main theories of international relations: realism, liberalism and liberal intergovernmentalism, neo-functionalism. Furthermore, the concept of centrifugal forces and integration needed to be explained in order to evaluate trends in development of European integration. 
	From realist’s perspective, the main actors in the international arena are countries that are in a state of anarchy, that is, without a single world government. Countries tend to act based on their own interests and their protection, self-sentried, according to Walt (1998). Mearsheimer (1990) argued that from the point of view of realism, the European Union may be unstable due to the existence of multipolarity, plurality of opinions (many states cannot always come to a single political or economic agreement). Realism provide that the most important thing for the state is security. Kunz (2013) claimed that from the point of view of realism, the emergence of the European Union and its successful future is irrational, since problems such as different opinions of the participating countries, increased competition for influence on other members of the organization, and the status quo may arise. As it was highlighted by Kunz (2013), in recent years, the European Union has not been very split in terms of military operations and peace, but the existing crises, such as the euro crisis, the refugee crisis, Brexit, prove that from the point of view of realism, such an alliance may not be durable due to the large growth of problems that cannot be solved by a simple majority. Mearsheimer (1990) also highlighted that the European Union is successful because it is a reaction to the bipolar world after the Cold War. However, over time, the importance of security as the main factor of integration decreases, which is why new serious problems are possible that put the European Union in a critical position. Mearsheimer (1990) also believes that there is a growing likelihood of hyper-nationalism in the European Union, which consists in the fact that other countries are considered less important, as well as serving the interests of other countries. This theory helps to better understand the situation in Spain, in which, according to Borgen (2010), the level of separatism is growing, which affects the policy of Spain, as well as Spain's policy towards the European Union. Thus, the theory of realism helps to understand Spain's position in the European Union, and also helps to understand and analyse the reasons for the growth of scepticism towards European integration.
	Liberalism and liberal intergovernmentalism also helps to understand the centrifugal trends in European Society. Shiraev (2014) stated that for liberalism in international relations, international associations and organizations play an important role. From the point of view of liberalism, the existence of the European Union and its success exists thanks to international trade, the spread of democracy, creation of unions to achieve common goals. Moravcsik (2009) argued that liberal intergovernmentalism is a theory that claims that the main role in European integration is played by countries that strive to achieve their own and common goals. The main idea of liberal intergovernmentalism is that the goals are achieved more successfully precisely thanks to the integration, the involvement of European countries in a common idea. Moreover, Moravcsik (2009) points out that European integration is also based on the fact that within a single country, political and economic leaders also lobby for the interests of citizens, which will then be considered by the government, which closely cooperates with the institutions of the European Union. Thus, liberal intergovernmentalism helps to understand why Spain's internal political and economic factors influence its decision-making in the European Union, as well as Spain's attitude to the union.
	Lastly, the theory of neofunctionalism is also a useful theoretical framework in understanding the centrifugal trends in European integration and Spain’s position. According to Godowska (2012), the theory of neofunctionalism is still relevant in international relations, despite the fact that this theory has a lot of criticism (intergovernmental scholars, for example). Neofunctionalism assumes that because of the integration, the number of trade transactions and negotiations will dramatically rise and therefore, trade will be conducted mostly by some institutions, which can lead to the problem of inaccessibility of local governments in decision-making. Also, Sandholtz (1998), scholar of neofunctionalism, argued that the more states are integrated, the harder it is to regulate and make common decisions. It means that only institution on high level will deal with decision-making process, while some states may be left because of the complexity in regulation. Neofunctionalism, therefore, helps to understand the nature of different crises that occur in European Union. For instance, Cooper (2011) maintained that the crisis of eurozone emerged because of the weak integration of some state-members of European Union, as common currency politics need to be equal for each member. Therefore, neofunctionalism helps to understand why some crises arose in European Union and why Spain reacted to such difficulties in a certain way.
	In order to understand European integration, it is necessary to define what centrifugal trends are and how they influence integration of states. In geopolitics, there are centripetal forces, that exist to unite and centrifugal forces, that pull apart. Landesmann (2020) stated that crises (for example, crisis of COVID-19), are centrifugal forces that have a strong influence of the development of integration between states of European Union. 
	What is more, the theory of integration is fundamental in defining European Union politics. Wiener (2019) stated that integration is a process of bringing together states into a unified system, organization. Wiener (2019) argued that European integration theory suggests that states move their political rights and activities into one declared centre. Therefore, it is necessary to understand that centrifugal trends are not beneficial for European integration as they tore apart units in organization. 
	All in all, theoretical framework includes such theories as realis, liberalism and liberal intergovernmentalism, neo-functionalism and centrifugal forces and trend, integration theory. Such theoretical framework helps to deeply understand the nature of European Union as an organization, reasons for future development, reasons of rising centrifugal forces toward European society and mostly, such framework help to analyse Spain’s vision of such crises and their response to them. 


Primary sources
	The European Union remains one of the most principal unions for the European country, however, according to Zielonka (2012), the Union is experiencing difficulties associated with various economic and political crisis situations.  This scientific work also covers the attitude of one of the most essential participating countries, Spain, to the changes of forces in the European Union.  Among primary sources there is a wide range, which reveals the historical features of the formation of the organization, as well as documents confirming crisis situations and ways to solve them. There are three main groups of primary sources: official reports and documents, official statements. Moreover, in this research paper there is presented list of Polls reports and news, which cover the position of Spanish society in different crises. 
	Official reports and documents cover topics such as the conditions for the creation of the European Union, as well as the roles of countries and their tasks in the organization (for example, the Treaty on the European Union (1992)). In order to analyse historical context of creation of the EU, there will be an overview of 
the report by the EEC Commission and European Coal and Steel Community agreement. Such agreements give a deeper understanding of the primary goals and reasons of creating international organization such as European Union.  Moreover, agreements such as "Free Trade Agreements". The European Commission (May 22, 2018) cover the economic conditions and benefits for the participating countries. Likewise, some official decisions adopted by the European Union cover information related to the solution of specific crisis situations within the Union, such as the “Decision (EU) 2020/701 of the European Parliament and of the Council of May 25, 2020 on the provision of macro-financial assistance to expansion and neighbourhood partners in the context of the COVID‐19 pandemic”. 
	Official statements of political leaders are also presented in this research study as they cover the position of Spain in political and economic crises. For instance, different speeches given by Prime-Minister of Spain Pedro Sanchez are analysed in order to conclude Spain’s position of some topics, such as refugee crisis or Brexit. Such statements presented in website of the Spanish government, La Moncloa. (2020). Press briefing by President of the Government following extraordinary European Council.
	Additionally, important sources are Poll reports. Such reports cover the political opinion of Spain. Since the Survey publishes breaking news faster than political articles, as it was stated by Coban (2016), this type of sources provides an opportunity to assess the primary reaction of a society such as Spain to the most important changes in the European Union.


Literature review
	Many studies of international relations have been written about the analysis of the European Union. For the analysis of centrifugal trends in the development of the European Union, it is significant to evaluate sources related to the assessment of the activities of the European Union.
	For historical context, it is necessary to evaluate historical context of creation of the EU and the rise of the liberalism in European society. Antrop (2005) points out that the economy of the post-war Europe was very frustrated and needed some changes, therefore the European integration was introduced. Williams (2013) developed the ideas about liberalisation of the European states by the creation of economic ties in different economic and political international government, or even the creation of a ‘federal’ organization in Europe. Alter (2007) also states that Euro-integration is a key to develop a new economic order after the military crisis. In order to justify economic position of Spain right before the European Union integration, it is necessary to analyse the regime of Franco. Fusi (1985) highlighted that the regime Franco itself was not a problem for the development of economic spheres. on the contrary, he believes that Franco helped improve the economy after the World War. However, the author argues that Franco could restrain growth only in the short term, since the authoritarian regime does not allow further improvement of political systems that are considered the most successful in the European Union (transition to democracy).
Rosamond (2016) claimed that in European society there is a trend towards disintegration, which is associated with the economic benefits of the countries participating in the agreements. In his article Rosamond explored the internal dynamics of European Union and gave an overview on Brexit crisis. This study is significant for this research paper as it provides the historical context of the Bracket crisis provides arguments related to the reasons for the separation of opinions within the EU. What is more, Zielonka (2012) highlighted that there are different reasons for European centrifugal trends to be presented and they include populist politics, refugee crisis. Likewise, Scheller (2014) studied economic centrifugal forces that affect the decline of integration in the European Union. Such sources of literature allow us to examine the historical experience of the formation of the European Union, as well as to identify the main causes of various political and economic disputes among the participating countries. What is more, Guibernau (2004) gives an overview of the Spanish economy in the period of Franco, which is crucial in the analysis of reasons to join the European Union. Richards (2013) highlighted that both political and economic stagnation in the after-war (after the second World War) were key to analyse as they showed how unsuccessful was Spanish regime and why the Spanish society needed to join the European Union. What is more, Richard (2013) shows that it is also necessary to examine the reasons for Spain's isolation before entering the EU.
	There are also a number of articles that relate directly to the Spanish position on the topic of centrifuge trends in the EU. Powell (2003) gives a deep research about possibility of Spanish disintegration in the future. The author points out how Spain is developing in the European Union, and also analyzes the main trends of Spanish policy towards integration. Furthermore, Royo (2007) highlighted the importance of lessons that can be traced from Spain's accession to the union, the importance of studying Spain's behaviour in EU policy, since this country is one of the first countries to sign the integration agreements in Europe. Royo (2007) also believes that the example of Spain is important in order to understand that crisis situations change the attitude to the concept of integration in political society, however, the author believes that any economic conditions can be changed in order to avoid discord in integration at any cost. Thus, a review of the literature related to the study of Spain's behaviour in the EU assistances to study Spain's attitude to the centrifugal tendencies of integration development, and also shows what reasons influenced a slight shift from the course of European integration.
	
[bookmark: _Toc28374460]


CONCLUDING REMARKS
	The purpose of this article is to show the changing discourse of Spain regarding integration in the European Union. To achieve the goal of this research work, such methods as a case study, as well as an analysis of official documents related to the EU and Spain agreements, as well as the official statement of the Prime Minister, which help to assess the attitude to various crises, have been applied. Besides, the media uses messages that help determine the primary reaction to specific events.  To analyze these documents, such theories of international relations as realism, liberalism, liberal intergovernmentalism and neofunctionalism are used. An in-depth analysis of sources such as political literature helps to delve into the main reasons for the change in the discourse of Spain in the integration, indicating that certain crises, such as the Brexit crisis, the eurozone, refugees and the Corona crisis affect the further development of relations with the EU.

[bookmark: _Toc102135028]CHAPTER 1. Historical context of European integration. European Union.
	In order to analyse the position of Spain toward future development of European integration it is necessary to review the historical context of creation of the European Union and how Spain developed its position in economic and governmental organization. Antrop (2005) highlighted that the historical context in political analysis is an important link that helps to understand the nature of certain political actions (for example, the creation of an international organization). Moreover, he believes that the historical context helps to analyze the future development of certain institutions of power, showing us how the values of society have changed. It turns out that the author believes that the historical background helps to predict the behavior of any structures in the future, as well as to understand the reasons why an organization acts in one way or another in the present. Thus, the historical analysis of the creation of the European Union will help to analyze the reasons for its emergence, as well as help to understand how European society can continue to integrate or vice versa, will want to separate from each other.
	After the end of the second World War, the European society started to implement more liberal ideas in order to rebuild Europe after the military crisis, according to Williams (2013). Dinan (2004), Irish scientist,  stated that the Second World War had a huge impact on the formation of the idea of federalism, an international community or an association that, unlike the League of Nations, would be able to create dense economic and political ties of the states. Such unification was necessary so that the countries would be as economically dependent on each other as possible, which would lead to the growth of the economies of European countries, and also would distance the governments of Europe from the idea of war. What is more, Dedman (2006) claimed that the economic and political connection or dependence of countries has a beneficial effect on the development of economies, including contributing to the exit from the global crisis, since the member countries of society will be interconnected, pursuing common economic and political goals and fulfilling specific tasks. Consequently, in 1951, an agreement was signed on the establishment of the European Coal and Steel Community.
	European Coal and Steel Community was created for such purposes as creating a single market for coal, steel, iron ore, improving the efficiency of coal mining, creating more democratic and liberal working conditions. Alter (2007) discussed that this agreement was aimed at improving the quality control of coal mining, improving the state of the post-war economies of Europe, and also aimed at creating an alliance that would strengthen the state of "peace" in Europe by creating close ties. 
Like the European Coal and Steel Community, the European Economic Community (EEC) was created in 1957, alongside with European Atomic Energy Community in order to promote more deep integration of European states. EEC was mainly created with the aim of creating a more regulated common market for goods and services in the territory of the company's member states. European Atomic Energy Community, according to Cenevska (2016), was crucial for European integration as it was aimed to create a stable energy use policy, as well as deterrence of nuclear energy and its peaceful use. Nevertheless, European Economic Community is the most influential and important, as it was highlighted by Cenevska (2016) as it is the foundation of the already existing European Union. It is also important to point out that Spain was one of the participants of this organization (joined in 1986), alongside with Belgium, Germany and others. 
Wiener (2016) stated that from the period of creation of European Economic Community the most important history of the formation of the European Union has begun. Despite France's veto in the 1960s on the right to join by new members, the European Union continued to grow and since the 1980s, new countries began to actively join this union. By the early 1990s, the Maastricht Treaty was signed, which announced the creation of the European Union (1992). After the signing of this agreement, 16 more countries were added to the association, which successfully passed the selection for the union. 
The reason why states wanted to join the EEC is because to some extent the organization had already succeeded as a European integrational Community. In 1970s such states as UK, Denmark, Ireland started to be full members of the organization, while state as Greece, Spain, Portugal sent applications to the organization and were accepted in the 1980s. 
First of all, in 1970 the organization presented a plan for European foreign policy, which changed only in 1993, The European Political Co-operation (EPC). According to Smith (2020), the importance of this plan was that it involved all current members of the organization who could restructure the organization based on the benefits for each country. Furthermore, this plan was considered successful because, as Ginsberg (1989) noted that in the 50s and 60s, the organization could not agree on an effective EU foreign policy plan. However, by the beginning of the 1970s, the organization decided to establish strict rules for foreign policy so that the EU can conduct economic affairs more effectively
Secondly, effectiveness of economic integration had already appeared in European Union. According to data from European Communities (2003), in 1950s the total trade of the EEC was about 12 billion euros, while in the 1960s there was a small increase, which reached 14 billion euros. Nevertheless, in the 1970, the rise was dramatic. EU states had in exports about twice as much as they did in 1960, approximately 35 billion euros. By the end of the 1970s the Eu accumulated about 158 billion euros in exports, which was a gigantic growth, compared to the previous decades. Holland (1986) highlighted that such economic change in organization influenced the decision of the future members. 
Spain, as it was noted by Martín (2021) wanted to enter the organization precisely because the EU has shown that its economic growth exists, and the economy will develop with the help of new student countries. Spain needed an economic recovery after the Franco dictatorship. To create a new democratic state, a monetary base and international recognition of the country were needed, which is ideally done through joining the EU. Thus, the successes of the union achieved by the 1970s prompted Spain to make a decision to join the organization, which was adopted in 1986. 

[bookmark: _Toc102135029]Spain in European Union

	Spain applied to join the union in 1977, and in 1986 already joined the organization as a full member. To understand the role of Spain in the European Union, it is necessary to analyze the prerequisites that led Spain to join this union. According to the data from World Development Indicators, GDP, Spain is among the top 5 strong economies of the European Union. 
	Richards (2013) argued that until the moment when the Spanish economy became one of the most important economies of the EU, Spain was going through various crises that forced it to join the Union. Thus, the Rischard (2013) believes that in the 1980s Spain acutely felt the crisis associated with the departure of the last colonies from the leadership of Spain (for example, under pressure from the UN, Spain gave independence to Equatorial Guinea in 1968). According to Richards (2013), Spain indeed experienced an economic imbalance, as a plus to the loss of the last colonies, the Franco regime was established in the country, which completely isolated Spain from European countries until Franco's death (Franco died in 1975). Fusi (1985) wrote that under Franco there was a budget surplus of eighty-one million dollars in Spain, and the level of tourism was also growing. Anibal (2002) argued that the economic growth achieved by Franco was very favorable for the country in the post-war period. However, Anibal (2002) maintained that such factors that have contributed to growth will no longer be able to effectively influence the country's politics and economy. The author believes that such a policy can be effective only during a crisis ("the Spanish economic miracle"), and when the crisis is overcome, it is necessary to move to more democratic methods. Therefore, Spain could not develop further at the same rapid pace as it did immediately after the Second World War.
Furthermore, Spain was also isolated from the UN, it was not accepted there because the USSR, the USA, the UK were against Spain's participation as Spain assisted Germany in World War II. Guillén (2004) highlighted that withdrawal of Spain as a candidate of the EU was because Franco dictatorship allowed radical crimes of terrorists, which is completely contrary to the Charter of the European Union. The Franco regime benefited the Spanish economy in the post-war period, as economic growth increased, as well as cities were rebuilt. However, Franco's policy led the economy to stagnation in the agricultural sector, which occupied most of the country's post-war economy as stated Guibernau (2004). Such problems remained after Franco's death, which is why Spain decided that it was necessary to join the economic union and integrate into Europe in order to increase economic growth and GDP. What is more, death of Franco can be seen as a political reason to change the course of foreign policy and join the European Union. The Franco regime hindered the full development of the Spanish economy, as the authoritarian regime, Ruiz (2005) used people as labour without high salaries, depriving them of many rights and freedoms that are enshrined in the UN declaration. Moreover, the Franco regime allowed people to be exiled, as well as the persecution of politicians who did not agree with the authorities. It follows that the Franco regime was an obstacle for Spanish society, for its development. That is why, after the death of the political authoritarian leader Franco, Spain began its journey to the European Union. Spain needed to liberalize society, economy, and politics. Royo (2007) highlighted that European Union membership gave a lot of benefits to Spain and its government, specifically in economic and political spheres. 
Spain successfully joined the European Union in 1986, which lead to the enormous changes in political and economic spheres of the state. Guillén (2004) stated that after the death of Franco, Spain was attracted to the new European regime and the new government wanted to participate in the promotion of the liberal and democratic ideas and institutions. Guillén (2004) also highlighted that as Spain was already a developed country to some extent because of the after-war economic politics of Franco, it was easier for Spain than to other states to get fully involved in the EEC politics. Hence the EEC did not sponsor Spain before joining the union, since Spain had a sufficient budget for the development and adoption of the rules of the union. Despite the sufficient level of the economy, according to Álvarez-Miranda (1995), Spain's GDP was several times less than the average GDP of the EEC countries. Notwithstanding, Spain was facing effective and giant changes in the economy due to joining the EU.
[bookmark: _Toc102135030]Economic changes in Spain after the joining European Union 

Speaking about economic development in finance sphere, first of all, when Spain joined the European Union, it has been granted full access to monetary funds, more specifically European Structural Funds. By 1988, this fund had almost doubled its expenses, which influenced the faster development of the Spanish economy. Cuadrado-Roura, (2006) pointed out that Spain from the beginning of its membership in EU till 2006 gained from the Fund about one hundred million dollars. Such an investment, according to Cuadrado-Roura (2006), increased the speed of development of the Spanish economy, and also contributed to the development of less developed agricultural territories within the country. Thus, before joining the EU, the main cities that brought positive profits were industrial metropolises such as Madrid, Barcelona, and the Andalusia region, while agricultural towns brought practically no income to the country's general fund. After the acceptance of the Fund’s investments Spanish small towns started to develop in new market spheres. According to the statistics from OECD Regional Development Working Papers (2019), there was a growth in manufacture in such regions as Vigo, Bilbao, Valencia and others. 
Cuadrado-Roura (2010) argued that money invested by the European Union in Spain was used effectively, the funds allowed Spain to take advantage of new opportunities for the development of regional economies and less developed parts of the country. This means that the economic management of Spain was effective in distributing the opportunities provided by the European Union, positively influenced the improvement of economic trends in the regions of Spain. Moreover, in 1992, after the renaming of the union into the European Union, there was a reform of bringing the currency to a common one.
For Spain, the creation of euro as a common currency was beneficial, according to Granell (2012). Granell (2012) stated that the euro-currency modifications brought an improve or a boost to the Spanish economy, but at the same time brought consequences for the citizens of the country. Granell (2012) argued that Spanish economy was not fully able to adapt to the euro at the beginning of the transition to the common eurozone, which led to a slight decrease in economic growth.The impact (positive and negative) of the eurozone on Spain will be analyzed in more detail in Chapter 2 (Centrifugal forces in European Community) and Chapter 3 (Positive trends in European Integration). 
Moreover, the entry into the eurozone has led to the fact that the Central Bank of Spain began to perform fewer functions. European Central Bank, according to De Grauwe (2013), is the most important bank for all members of the European Union, and since the adoption of the common currency in 1992, it has become the most important bank for Spain. The author establishes that all the main decisions related to monetization and financial issues are decided by the European Central Bank. The Bank of Spain, in turn, undertakes to comply with the decisions taken by the European Bank on the territory of Spain. Though, the Bank of Spain is not completely deprived of the opportunity to influence the Spanish economy, being fully subordinate to the European Central Bank. Thus, Torcal (2014) said that the Bank of Spain keeps such functions as financial control, treasury, and control over financial institutions in the country. Accordingly, after joining the European Union, the financial and banking system becomes more dependent on the European Bank in Brussels. 
Moreover, Spain's main concerns after joining the EU were participation in pan-European programs, such as the EU regional policy, the EU agricultural policy and the EU scientific and technical policy. For example, EU regional policy or Cohesion Policy is aimed at improving the state of the regions of the EU countries, which account for about thirty percent of the EU's annual budget. About 13 million euros were allocated to improve the regions of Spain, the economic condition of which can be called transitional (for instance, Andalucía), while about 10 million euros were allocated to the most developed cities, such as Madrid. Thus, the budget was distributed in such a way that almost half of the funds were directed to the development of less economically stable regions. This policy has had a positive impact on the situation of the regions of Spain.
To complete the analysis of Spain's economic changes after joining the EU, it is necessary to evaluate the three main macroeconomic indicators of the country's economy, as they have changed every decade Spain has spent in the union. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Data from World Data. https://www.worlddata.info/europe/spain/inflation-rates.php
] 





	Indicators
	1976
	 1986*
	1990
	2000
	2010
	2020

	GDP ($) (rounded)
	118 B.
	251 B.
	535 B.
	598 B.
	1,4 T.
	1,2 T.

	Unemployment
	25%
	22%
	15%
	14%
	20%
	15%

	Inflation
	17%
	9%
	7%
	3%
	2%
	-0.3%


*- 1986 is the year when Spain was accepted to the EU
GDP or Gross Domestic Public shows how much a country has produced goods and services over a specific period of time. From this table, it can be deduced that 4 years after joining the EU, Spain's GDP has more than doubled, while the unemployment rate has fallen by seven percent. Moreover, over 4 years, the inflation rate has decreased by two percent. In the period from the 1990s to the 2000s, there were no strong changes in GDP and unemployment, but the inflation rate fell almost twice. By 2010, the situation had changed, and the level of GDP doubled again, reaching almost one and a half trillion dollars. However, unemployment in the EU has not changed much over the years, but rather increased in some periods. The inflation rate has been steadily falling throughout Spain's years in the EU, reaching a negative figure in 2020. Thus, macroeconomic indicators show that the level of GDP, the growth of which continues through the current decade, characterizes the growth of the country's economy and the fascination of goods and services in the market. At the same time, the unemployment rate has not decreased significantly for many years, and sometimes even increases, which suggests that problems related to employment remain in Spain. In conclusion, the inflation rate, which shows the percentage by which the prices of goods and services have risen, has been falling throughout Spain's period in the EU, and moreover, it reaches a negative value by the early 20s of the 21st century. Negative inflation shows that goods have started to cost less for citizens, which can lead to deflation and stagnation of the economy.
All in all, in the economic area Spain has strongly integrated their institutions into the European Union, including joining the common eurozone (the euro as a common currency), as well as inclusion in financial funds and recognition of the European Central Bank as the main bank. Moreover, the regional, agricultural and scientific-technical polices of European Union also influenced the change in Spain's economic indicators in a positive way, so that Spain successfully integrated into the restructuring and was able to further implement the EU's economic plans.
[bookmark: _Toc102135031]Participation in European Commission

Speaking about political integration, Spanish government also had a significant changes and new integrations into politics of European Union. Powell (2013) pointed out that political integration of Spain should be analysed as a process of educational improvements. It means that since joining the European Union (1986), Spain has been going through a process of democratization that occurred after Franco's death (1975). One of the most important principles of the European Union is not only economic liberalization, but also political. Powell (2013) stated that Spain agreed to the new political agenda and accepted pro-European politics. Gunther (2009) argued that Spain's accession to the EU meant the full participation of Spanish politicians in European institutions, such as European Council, Council of the European Union, European Parliament, European Commission, Court of Justice of the European Union, European Central Bank and European Court of Auditors. Gunther (2009) claimed that such involvement into politics of EU means that Spain can participate and to promote the interests of Spanish politician and citizens, interests of the economy of Spain, which will be heard in the institutions of Europe. 
Toygür and Urabayen (2019) presented an analysis of the Spain’s participation in European politics. Toygür and Urabayen (2019) showed that compared to other states (Germany, France), Spanish had more vice-presidents in European Parliament (EP). Such posts as vice-presidents have a lot of influence on the political decision-making process and also such posts are showing that Spanish politicians have one of the most significant roles in high-rank positions. 

	Posts in EP
	Spain
	France
	Germany

	Vice-presidents
	28 
	25
	27

	Delegation Chairs
	49
	49
	88


Table.1 Posts in European Parliament from Spain, France and Germany. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Sabbati, G. (2014). European Parliament: Facts and Figures. European Parliamentery Research Service.
] 


	Despite the large number of Spanish politicians in the vice-presidential positions in the European Parliament, Spain is less embodied in lower positions. Toygür and Urabayen (2019) claimed that small number of Spanish politicians in low-ranking positions indicates that Spain is underrepresented in parliament, which may affect Spanish politics. What is more, Toygür and Urabayen (2019) analysed the number of representatives in European Parliament and concluded that in comparison with about 45 million citizens of Spain there are only 54 seats in Parliament. In contrast, Germany with 80 million citizens got about 100 seats from its political parties. Therefore, the ratio is not beneficial for the Spain and can lead to the problems associated with insufficient political participation, which in turn can destabilise the Spanish position about efficiency of the institutions, including European Parliament. 
Toygür and Urabayen (2019) also added that Spanish congress entered right party, the first one since the Franco regime. Authors argued that such far-right party (VOX) possibly could confront the liberal ideas and specifically the relationships between Spain and European Parliament (in European Parliament in 2019 there were 4 seats for VOX party). Duncan (2022) stated that such low number of seats for VOX did not change the liberal pro-European agenda, however, if there will be more seats, it can definitely change the political appearance of Spain in Parliament. Moreover, VOX keeps on average about five per seats in regional parliaments and only one coalition. It can mean that the total influence of this party cannot be considered as a rising threat to the European integration in near future. 
	Llaudes (2016) argued that the fact that Spain has held the posts of vice-presidents in the European Parliament many times shows that Spain has integrated quite strongly. Moreover, the author believes that the insufficient number of seats in parliament is compensated by the presence of Spanish politicians in higher positions of European institutions. McElroy (2007) stated that the number of representatives in European Parliament of Spain shows that the state is participating in the regional politics of European organization and the desire of Spain to get more seats demonstrate that country is interested in devoting its agenda to the euro-centric route and expand spheres of influence. It means that Spain is developing its political presence in Europe and Spanish government wishes to develop a pro-European policy, despite the presence of a right-wing party.
	The decision-making mechanism in the EU also takes into account Spain, as well as all other countries. Therefore, according to the Maastricht Treaty (1992)[footnoteRef:3], Spain is entitled to 8 votes in the EU Council, which is about 11 percent of the total number of votes of all countries. Spain still retains this number of votes in the EU Council. Moreover, the EU controls that countries are represented in an amount that will be proportionate to the population of the country, which means that Spain will be represented in sufficient numbers to be able to influence EU policy in its interests.  [3:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:11992M/TXT
] 

	All in all, what is at stake here is that European Union has an effective influence on Spain. Specifically, in economic sphere, Spain is fully presented as a participant of European Union, which is presented by the use of European Funds, investment, banking system (European Central Bank) and the eurozone (common currency). Moreover, an analysis of macroeconomic indicators for different periods of Spain's stay in the EU and indicators before joining indicate that Spain is relatively successful in pursuing a pro-European policy, which brought GDP growth, but did not bring changes in the unemployment rate, which in the future may negatively affect the growth of scepticism about the role of the EU in the Spanish economy. Nevertheless, Spain is a successful European economical member, which participates in many economic reforms and supports economic changes in order to achieve common goal of economic development. 
	In political area, Spain is also quite open to the positive influence of the European Union. Spain is a member of all European institutions, political as well as economic, in which it has sufficient representation. Spanish political leaders in the European Parliament are represented especially in high positions, although they have a disproportionate number of seats in the Parliament itself. Still, this circumstance does not significantly affect the integration of Spain into the organization, which confirms that Spain continues to develop further political cooperation with the EU countries.

[bookmark: _Toc102135032]CHAPTER 2. Centrifugal forces in European community. 

	The term ‘centrifugal forces’ was described in 1950 by the geopolitical scientist Richard Hartshorne in his article “The functional approach in political geography”. According to Hartshorne (1950), the concept of centrifugal forces is the opposite to the centripetal. Centrifugal forces, as Hartshorne (1950) stated, are such forces that assist to divide the state and it higher the level of separation, while centripetal forces try to unite the state and the whole nation. One of the most important centrifugal forces are political forces and governments. Analysis of such centrifugal trends are needed to understand how the integration of European society is developing and can such forces violate the integrity of the European Union or undermine the importance of integration. 
	Realism as a theory of international relations suggests that states are the most important agents of the international area and therefore, their own security is at stake. Mearsheimer (1990) specified that the European Union was a successful case after the Cold War as uniting example of states, however author argues that the efficiency of such community will be in decline as in some state there is a growth of the nationalistic movements. Furthermore, Mearsheimer (1990) points out that crisis situations within European society will grow due to the fact that common integration will not be able to help absolutely all countries in proportionate strength.
Kunz (2013) stated that European Union is an irrational community as it divides the state from the International area and make the whole European Union as a one ‘state’. What is more, Kunz (2013) emphasised that in European community in last decade there were many crises that are considered as centrifugal forces, which are such forces that separate states. Kunz (2013) stated that such crises as the refugee crisis, the Brexit, eurozone crisis are a vivid illustration that a lot of problems cannot be solved by the majority vote. Brexit is an example of the country's exit from the EU, which entailed such consequences as ideological shift, economic impact, institutional changes. 
Bačić Selanec (2015) also maintained the idea that refugee crisis in European Union is also a gigantic concern for the future integration of the European states. European migrant crisis started in 2014 influenced the policy of the European Union, especially Spain, which is very close to the countries from which refugees migrate. Bačić Selanec (2015) argued that such crisis is rigid, and it needs a lot of new policies in order to properly deal with effects of such crisis. Bajaj (2022) stated that refugee crisis in EU will not stop or have a less demand because of the on-going war in Ukraine. Bajaj (2022) also said that Spain is participating in dealing with this crisis, however, due to the fact that the state is already has negative economic consequences from migrants from African countries, the question will arise whether the Spanish government is ready to expand social benefits for even more refugees.
What is more, the issues with Poland and Hungary shows that there are disputes between these states and the European Union. Poland and Hungary express their disagreements with some of the core values of liberalism that underlie the European Union. Such centrifugal forces may undermine the EU laws and can motivate other countries to group disobedience to the general rules of the union, and also undermines relations between countries (for example, Poland freezes relations with Hungary, based on different positions about the 2022 war). Similarly, Orbie and De Ville (2020) identified that the crisis associated with the pandemic (COVID-19) showed the unwillingness of the union to solve the problem equally in all participating countries. Internal disagreements between European countries affect the integrity of the EU as an organization.
Hence, in order to prove the hypothesis that centrifugal forces, such as the crises of the European Union, affect the position of Spain in European Integration, it is necessary to analyse what these crises are, what consequences they had and how Spain experienced these crises, what public opinion was popular about these crises, what the media wrote about European crises, as well as what opinion the political leaders of Spain expressed.	
Likewise, the internal crises in Spain also had an impact of the Spanish opinion on the European integration. López-Basaguren (2019) pointed out that within Spain, the more developed regions tend to show a desire for separation from Spain. Such regions believe that less developed regions enjoy the benefits of more developed ones without giving anything in return, and also do not see that such regions are ready to develop. Prokhorenko (2015) argued that the background of the Brexit includes the internal unrest in the country of Great Britain, which resulted in the country's exit from the EU. The author believes that such an example of internal disagreement of the country's residents, which led to the loss of an EU member, may well become a realistic scenario for some EU countries that disagree with the union's policy. Milanovic and Sambanis (2011) analysed the data from Barcelona and concluded that the richer and more developed regions of Spain tend to request separation from Spain, as they believe that they are a "foundation" for the rest of Spain. Trends such as the desire for separation (separatism) negatively affect the integrity of the country. Schakal (2010) argues that by undermining the integrity of a country that is part of the EU, a country can move into a position of scepticism about the integration of European countries, which sooner or later will result in the collapse of the European Union or the withdrawal of many countries from such a union.
All in all, both internal and external crises can be seen as centrifugal forces that can slightly destroy the strong pro-European policy of the Spanish government. In order to support the hypothesis of this research paper it is necessary to analyse internal crises of European Union such as Brexit, the Refugee crisis, eurozone crisis, Corona crisis and issues in Hungary and Poland. 
Moreover, it is necessary to analyse how Spain's internal conflicts affect its external position, its position in the European Union. The combined analysis of the EU crises and the crises within Spain shows how conflicts as centrifuge trends are growing within the union and within Spain. Furthermore, it is necessary to analyse how Spain reacts to the crisis situations listed above, how Spain changes its policy and how public opinion reacts to changes within the EU. To do this, in addition to primary and secondary sources, it is essential to evaluate the Spanish Surveys and media, which are the primary reaction to certain problems and crises. It is crucial to study not only the state-related polls and media reaction, which show the opinion of the government and the main parties, but also the alternative, which most closely indicate the opinion of the people.
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	In order to understand how and why Brexit happened, it is crucial to examine its prerequisites. Brexit, as it was highlighted by O'Rourke (2019), was a process of withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union, which started as a process in 2016 on Referendum. The Euroscepticism, however, started way before the Referendum. 
	The House of Commons in the UK had debates where or not the UK should enter European Economic Community (EEC). From the European Communities Bill (1972), there is an information that indicates that there were doubts about the entering the common market and the European Union. On the one hand, there was a desire to enter the EU, since taxation in England was reduced, and participation in the EU, according to the members of the chamber, could increase the growth of the domestic market by about 5 percent, according to Higgins (1972). On the other hand, Ronald King Murray (1972) stated that the new general laws of the market may be unprofitable for England, and also cited the example of the Treaty of Union of 1707, which meant that England could make any changes to the general union, despite the opinion of Scotland. Thus, he argued that more work is needed on England's accession to the European Union. Despite the debates that took place inside the Parliament of England, in 1972, Heath - Prime Minister, signed the agreement on Britain's accession to the EU. 
Arnorsson (2018) claimed that in 1993 Maastricht Treaty (legal document on economic and political associations of the European Union) was ratified by the UK government. Nevertheless, this ratification was a problem for the people of the state. Arnorsson (2018) stated that referendum is not obligatory for the ratification of such document as Maastricht Treaty, however citizens were not satisfied with it. Bachmann (2016) said that such national discontent over the signing of the ratification of the treaty on the continuation of relations in the EU caused an impetus for the growth of scepticism about European integration.
	In 2016 in United Kingdom there was a referendum that was about whether or not the UK should remain as a member of the European Union. The majority of the citizens voted for the process of disintegration of the UK with EU, while slightly a smaller number of voters were devoted to the remaining in the EU. After the Referendum (2016) there was a beginning of the process called Brexit, the exit or withdrawal of the UK from the European Union. 
Speaking about the negative impact of the Brexit on European Union states, the most crucial are such factors as economic issues, ideological shift, and institutional changes. 
Economic consequences for EU and Spain

In the sphere of economic issues, for European states it was a deep issue as the market lost one of the most massive and influential members of the common market. Hobolt (2022) analysed UK-EU economic trade relations and concluded that right after the exit from the European Union, both UK and EU states did experience decline in the GDP index. However, the economic effects did not last long for both actors and throughout the next two years economies of EU and UK started to rebuild themselves and by the 2022 there was the growth in GDP. 
In relation to Spain, its economy was linked to the British economy. Chislett (2021) declared that in 2021 Spanish was one fifth place (about 7 per cent of Spanish exports) as an export partner of UK, comparing to the fourth place in 2015, before the Brexit. What is more, Chislett (2021) analysed data from Bank of Spain and established that Direct Investment between UK and Spain are more solid than with other top European investor states. Chislett (2021) also concluded that there is an equal possibility for both scenarios, which include either the future development of the relations in economic sphere between states or a slight stagnation in the economic dialogue between the countries. Moreover, the author believes that stagnation is less likely and is almost sure that relations between the countries, despite the Brexit, will continue to develop in positive cooperation. On the one hand, there may be a slight inactivity in relations between the countries, since leaving the EU complicates the process of exchanging goods and services. On the other hand, the UK has retained investment projects in Spain, and also intends to increase investments. It turns out that for some time the connection between the countries could have been declining economically, but in general, the countries remain close, continue to make plans for new agreements.

Ideological and Institutional transformations 

Additionally, Brexit influences the European ideological shift and institutional changes. For European institution called European Parliament (EP), there war changes in the number of seats and shift because there was a lack of UK politicians in Parliament after the UK left EU. 
[image: ][footnoteRef:4] [4:  European Parliament. https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200130IPR71407/redistribution-of-seats-in-the-european-parliament-after-brexit] 

Table 3. Potential reorganisation of seats after the Brexit.
	Leaders of the EP decided that 27 of the seats will proportionally allocated between seats of remaining states of the EU and other seats will be left for future member of the organization, according to Grimmet (2017), the author of the Composition of the European Parliament after the Brexit. Therefore, due to Brexit in EP there were new possibilities for other European politicians to participate in the institution of EU and such new distribution of seats made states be more confident that their opinions are heard by the Parliament. 
Further, the ideological changes were brought to the attention of the European community after the exit of UK. For instance, in the European Parliament after UK left the EU there were changes in seats in the sense of who are more represented. It means that UK’s seats were mainly represented by the right-wing leader, and after the Brexit those seats were converted to almost the same right-wing parties such as EPP and ID. Nevertheless, this ideological shift, according to Hobolt (2022), was expressed that these parties had more integration ideas than the previous British representatives. Thus, ideologically, after Brexit, more pro-European parties appeared in parliament.
The fact that Spanish and British economies are connected to each other, despite the fact that United Kingdom is not a part of European Union brings researcher to the question where or not Brexit may impact the Spanish perception of European Integration. While ideological shift and institutional changes after the Brexit brought a positive view for the future of the European Union for many members, economic changes had a lot of influence of some member of the organization, specifically changes did matter for Spanish society and government.
	[image: ][footnoteRef:5] [5:  Spring 2016 Global Attitudes Survey. “Euroskepticism Beyond Brexit”.] 

Table 4. European views of the EU and potential Brexit
	From the data in Table 4 it can be deduced that the fact that UK left the EU does not have much support among EU countries, about 70 percent of this survey indicated that it is "bad". Also, 42 pr cent of the voter of this survey said that some institution or authority should be given back to the national government of member of the EU. This table suggests that Brexit did influence the rise of Euroscepticism in European Union.
	In Spain, the Brexit consequences were quite similar to the survey of 2016. Fillardo-Llamas (2016) argued that there is a possibility that Brexit can influence the Spanish membership in European Union. Fillardo-Llamas (2016) showed that after the UK left the European Union, Spanish citizens felt that there is a chance for Spain to develop its own way without help of the organization as it has worthy relations with UK. From the surveys, citizens of Spain felt confident that their country can develop economically and politically without EU regulations, based on the example of the UK. However, Fillardo-Llamas (2016) argued that in reality there is a deep dependence of Spain on the European Union Funds and institutions. 
	What is more, Levarlet (2018) predicted that after the Brexit Spain could possibly want to also withdrawal from the European Union as its economy is depended not only on EU, but also on the UK’s economy. Levarlet (2018) stated that because of the high demand in tourism from both Spain and UK and there are many educational exchange programs for students between states there is a chance that Spanish government will not be satisfied with the only EU’s tourists and students’ demand and will try to also withdrawal from the organization.
	From the surveys in Spain, we can see that economically Brexit did not change the relations between Spain and UK, rather it started a new wave of the development of economies between these states. Spanish Chamber of Commerce (SCC) Survey of 2021 suggests that more than 50 firms of Spanish investors in UK stated that the UK’s economic atmosphere is better than it was right after the Brexit. What is more, the media coverage of the Brexit in Spain also points out that for Spain Brexit is a crucial example of useful exit from the EU. Murieal (2016) wrote an article in alternative media called “La marena” about the possible consequences of Brexit for Spanish society. Murieal (2016) argued that EU does not have all the power to prevent any state from the exit from the organization and when Spain will have enough economic confidence it can also leave the EU. Also, Muriel (2016) highlighted that from the interview with citizens of Madrid and Barcelona, there is a demand from the people to also consider independence of Spain from the EU. Public opinion in Spain against the background of Brexit began to be sceptical in the EU, especially in the most developed cities, which in fact could turn into an internal crisis of the country, on the solution of which the future fate of Spain in the EU will depend. On the one hand, there is a request from citizens to follow the UK’s scenario of the withdrawal from the EU and therefore, there is a potential desire from people to develop a successful economy and be not dependent on the Fund and debts from the European Central Banks and other EU’s institutions. On the other hand, it traces Spain's economic dependence on the EU, which promotes integration into the EU, and not withdrawal from the union. Economic dependence is one of the key restraining factors in suppressing the growth of skeptical sentiments, since without EU funds it will be difficult for Spain to immediately reach the previous level of trade, and an economic crisis is also possible, which the country will have to cope with on its own.
	All in all, what is at stake here is that Brexit did influence the European Union economic sphere, ideological and institutional areas.  From the institutional view, Brexit situation had more positive impact rather than pro-sceptical, because it opened new seats for new politicians. Also, the ideological shift influences the Spanish, according to the media coverage and surveys, in a more sceptical way. It means that from the citizens perspective and media, there is a demand for change in ideology of pro-European government and the desire to be more independent as United Kingdom’s economy. From the economic perspective, the history of Brexit did stimulate Spanish economy to develop a better market in order to follow UK’s scenario. Therefore, the Brexit is a centrifugal force that shatter the Spanish perception of the European Integration process and made the population think about the possibility of leaving the EU with a sufficiently developed economy comparable to Great Britain in a near future. 
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	The most significant refugee crisis in Europe started in 2015, when the European Union did experience gigantic flows of the people from African states, Asia and from Eastern countries. It is necessary to add that migration from African states started earlier, in 2011, after the Arab Spring revolution, but it was in lesser degree. Such migration flow was mainly caused by the military operations and conflicts in states of immigrants. The crisis emerged because the European Union, according to Ivarsflaten (2021), was not ready and did not have efficient institutions and mechanism to deal with such enormous number of refugees.  In comparison with Brexit, the background of the refugee crisis is not similarly important in order to understand how European states reacted to it, including Spain, rather it is vital to analyse what methods were used by the EU countries and Spain to resolve this crisis. Moreover, it is necessary to evaluate how the migrant crisis affected Spanish politics and how society reacted to new changes.
	Mezzadra (2015) argued that European values about ‘open’ boarders and the human right of people to move across international borders failed in 2015 in the pick of the refugee crisis. Mezzadra (2015) stated that the European community was not ready for such an influx of migrants, and also many countries did not want to deal with illegal migrants, who greatly affect the economy of EU countries. It means that refugee situation showed that the openness of European Union for people in danger was slightly failing because of the internal difficulties in EU, such as the low level of legal framework, as well as disagreements between EU member states about the refugees’ statuses. 
	Radionov (2019) argued that EU countries such as Poland, Slovakia, Great Britain (before leaving the EU), Austria, Denmark and others refused to apply quotas for the resettlement of refugees in their countries. This behaviour of the countries led to the fact that a desire was expressed to introduce internal border controls between EU countries to prevent refugees from entering countries that are not ready to provide them with either legal or material assistance. Such introduction of border control within the union violates the rules of the Schengen area, and calls into question the rationality of such a decision. Though, given that the EU has not previously faced such a large-scale migration crisis, Radionov (2019) believes that on the one hand, such a solution was acceptable so that countries could take time to develop new laws that would help solve the refugee problem. On the other hand, Radionov (2019) strongly suspected that such new regulations will not help to stop the crisis as there was already disagreements between member of EU and some states did not want to participate in new policies (for instance, Slovakia or Poland, as they stated that they do not have sufficient economic resources to help refugees). Thus, on the one hand, it was necessary to solve the refugee crisis from scratch, since historically the union had not yet faced such an influx of migrants and there was not enough legal basis to solve the problem quickly. On the other hand, we see that the solution of this problem contributed to the creation of sceptical sentiments among countries, since the new measures that were taken to solve the crisis violated the "sovereignty" from the point of view of some countries.
Nevertheless, crisis did stop to some extent, using such regulations as the creation of inside borders, the agreement between EU and Turkey (2016) about refugees. Border is Hungary and Croatia helped to prevent the illegal flow of immigrant. Agreement between EU and Turkey (2016) also improved the situation as according to this agreement, refugees are sent from EU countries to Turkey for further refugee status procedures.
Simsa (2017) argued that such regulations as boarders and Turkey agreement violate the basic liberal ideas of the European Union, as countries in fact refuse to help refugees by sending them to another country or even build fences between borders within the union. Simsa (2017) highlighted that the inability to solve the migrant crisis leads to the fact that some countries want to disintegrate from the EU, leave the union and make decisions on their own. For instance, according to Gros (2015), one of the most significant reason to leave the EU for United Kingdom was the policies of the refugee crisis developed inside the Union. Gros (2015) argued that such inefficient policies helped to promote the idea of the withdrawal in UK and it hugely influenced the result of the UK Referendum in 2016. What is more, Gross (2015) claimed that such exit of one of the most important members of EU can give the impulse to other states to analyse how they can live without EU regulations. Therefore, states as Spain, which had one of the most severe crises in the sphere of migration can present the idea of exit from the organization because of its inability to prove strong and efficient regulations in case of rigid crisis.
The position of Spain in refugee crisis is crucial as the state is located closely to African states and has borders by the sea. Also, it has about 100 kilometers between Morocco borders and Spain by the Gibraltar. Compared to other states that legally approved migrants’ application, Spain had less requests to get the refugee status. Soriano (2019) compared Spain and France and concluded that despite the fact that the final refugees from the total number remained in Spain in very small numbers, their number at the border checkpoint was the highest. Spain is for many migrants the first country through which they cross the border with the EU and move to those countries that are more loyal to obtain refugee status. However, border checks and an increase in illegal border crossings put Spain in a difficult situation when it was necessary to increase budgets for border protection. Asylum claims in Spain were only about 5 thousand, compared to 65 thousand in France. Soriano (2019) also pointed out that even such small numbers did influence the perception of integration with European states for Spain.
Spain has its own issues, such a problem of squatters or “okupas”. Martínez López (2017) stated that the "okupas" movement began back in the 1980s, which consists in the fact that the laws of Spain allow you to live on private property for more than 48 hours and their further expulsion from this property will be delayed, the owners will need to resort to court to protect their rights. The author believes that this problem is very much bureaucratizing the country, giving illegal rights to "occupiers" of real estate. Martínez López (2017) says that earlier this movement was spread mainly among Spanish citizens who lost their homes due to the economic crisis, but after the migrant crisis, this problem began to grow again. the author believes that the growth of illegal migrants since 2015 has greatly increased the problem of occupiers, so people inside the opposition and the media began to express negative emotions, which could also be of a violent nature. Martínez López (2017) says that such a movement scares Spaniards, especially its replenishment with new participants from African countries, so people often say that the EU policy is ineffective in solving the crisis, so Spain should leave the union for its success. Thus, it can be concluded that an ideological shift from liberal ideas is taking place inside Spain, which may lead to ignoring EU laws and further separation from the organization. In order to understand what the Spanish residents think, it is necessary to use media activity of citizens, which words most often appear when Spaniards talk about migrants.
Arcila-Calderón (2017) conducted research on Twitter and Spanish media on how positively or negatively users speak about migrants. Arcila-Calderón (2017) summarised that about 30 per cent of twitter users used hateful word in relation to the migration problem. It means that the majority of people were not against migrants. However, detailed analysis showed that basically, people who didn't use hateful words still condemned politicians for failing to deter migrants. Furthermore, of the 70 percent who used neutral words, about 50 percent are dissatisfied with the way migrants join the movement of "occupiers". Still, people do not blame the migrants themselves for the problem, but say that the EU and Spain cannot agree together and solve the problem of migrants in the long term, so Spanish citizens suffer from the fact that they have a growing fear and tension in society from the "okupas" movement. People believe that at any moment, while they are not on vacation, their apartment can be taken away, but this will happen through the fault of the state, not migrants. Thus, it can be concluded that most of the analysed statistics from Twitter confirm that the scepticism of the population towards the effectiveness of the Spanish government, which has a pro-European position, is growing. Public opinion shows that in fact people are not happy with how the liberal government practically does not take into account the internal problems of Spain but tries to please the European Union. 
All in all, what is at stake here is that refugee crisis in Europe significantly influenced the internal movements of Spain. Based on the example of Brest, it can be concluded that the inability to effectively solve the migrant crisis may lead the country to exit the EU. Spain, as a border with Morocco, experienced large inflows of migrants, to solve the problems of which it was necessary to increase security costs. Moreover, public opinion shows that the growth of migrants in the "okupas" movement affects the opinion of Spaniards about the future of immigration in Europe. From the study of public opinion, it can be concluded that Spaniards are more sceptical about the EU and its role in the development of Spain.
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	The eurozone was formalized legally in 1999 as an association of EU countries with a common currency - the euro. Physically, the euro began to be produced and used in 2002. This association of countries was created to strengthen economic relations and deeper integration of the EU countries, common monetary policy. Maris (2022) said that the Eurozone brought great advantages for all participating countries until 2010, such as currency stability for all countries, convenience of transactions within the EU, low rates for countries with less developed economies. However, after the 2008 crisis in the United States, which was caused by the mortgage insolvency of the system, a crisis also occurred in Europe in 2010. The eurozone crisis occurred due to the fact that there was no balance of payments in Europe, along with the suspension of investments, according to Maris (2022). Many countries, such as Germany, France, quickly reached the previous level of development of countries, since their external debts were not very high. Likewise, many nations quickly rehabilitated after the crisis, due to the fact that before the crisis their economies were already stable and were ready for a crisis, unlike other countries. Frieden (2017) pointed out that, unlike Germany, Spain could not cope with overcoming the crisis and a default could occur. It is necessary to examine what consequences the eurozone crisis brought to Spain, as well as how people reacted to changes in the economic situation inside the country, what they thought about EU assistance.
	The economy of Spain after the eurozone crisis happened needed to make a lot of adjustments and changes on regional level in order to faster recover from the economic crisis. According to Garcia-Iglesias (2012), one of the economic reasons why Spain lagged behind the recovery rate of other EU countries is the rise in energy prices, and it is also impossible to quickly get money from the Euro Fund and use it (about 750 billion euros). Moreover, based on statistics from Eurostat, Spain, in comparison with other member countries of the union, had no recovery in GDP growth by 2021. BBVA (2011) statistics showed that in 2011 Spain still had a deficit in its budget for the next year about 20 billion euro, while other states have already sought or even had surplus budgets for 2012. Thus, we see that the eurozone crisis for Spain was a serious obstacle that stalled the development of economic indicators, compared with other EU countries such as Germany.
	What is more, the other problem that occurred under the eurozone is the rising level of unemployment. Estella (2015) argued that unemployment rate in Spain after the crisis did grow very fast, almost like in Greece. For Spain, according to Estella (2015) this rise was very sensitive, since the level was aiming for 20 percent. This meant that great part of the population was not able to find a job, and the state could not provide it.
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Table 5. Unemployment statistics.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Eurostat, European Commission (2020).
] 

	This table indicates that compared to Germany, Italy or France, Spanish rate of unemployment was the highest among such the most important states in EU. Estella (2015) believes that the high unemployment rate, as well as its constant growth, even following the transition from the crisis to the process of economic recovery, promoted the ideas the European Union cannot help Spanish economy on the same level as it did to other states. Accordingly, the inability of Spain to get rid of the growth of unemployment has led to the fact that the growth of skepticism about the real help from the EU has continued, about its inefficiency. Such indicators show that Spain remains behind other countries, does not develop in terms of unemployment, which suppresses the centrifuge tendencies to grow.
	[image: ]
Table 6. Decline in Support for European Projects[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Pew Research Center (2013).
] 

From this table it can be deduced that in Spain both economic integration factor and favourableness of EU by nine and fourteen percent respectively. From this data it can be seen that Spain has begun to lose confidence in what the EU is doing, in its effectiveness. All this may indicate that in the prospect, if Spain is unable to raise the level of the country's economy through relations with EU countries, as well as through EU programs and funds, the country may offer a way out of the union, like the UK.
[image: ]
Table 7. Biggest economic problems. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Source: Eurostat, European Commission (2020).
] 

From the table 7 it can be seen that after the crisis, the lack of work, the level of public debt, rising prices remain the most serious problems in Spain. Fernández-Albertos (2016) argued that it will be very difficult for the Spanish economy to reduce the growth of non-working people, since there are practically no industrial enterprises in the country. However, according to the author, this is not the fault of the EU, but only of Spain itself, so a likely exit from the eurozone or the union as a whole may indicate Spain's inability to match the level of EU countries. On the one hand, it is clear that Spain is not able, unlike other countries, to move towards reducing unemployment and increasing the number of the working population. On the other hand, it is clear that Spain is also the reason that it cannot effectively use the equally provided opportunities from the European Union.
To conclude, the growth of the Spanish economy is a complex process that is required in order for the country to feel equal with the countries of the eurozone and the EU. Spain needs to provide jobs for its citizens in a more effective way, the absence of which leads to an increase in inflation, and further to stagnation in the economy. A potential exit from the eurozone and from the EU is possible, since based on statistics, scepticism about the effectiveness of EU aid is growing, as well as uncertainty about Spain's wealthy competition in the eurozone market is growing.
[bookmark: _Toc102135036]COVID-19 pandemic. 

	The Coronavirus pandemic in Europe began in 2020, which left an imprint not only on the economies of countries, but also on ideological changes among the EU population and researchers of international relations. The first outbreak of the Covid disease in Spain started in the end of the January 2020. Landesmann (2020) argued that after the eurozone crisis (2010), the Corona crisis was one of the most severe crises for the integrity of the European community, which pushed Europeans to rethink pro-European integration.
	From the economic perspective, almost every state had experienced the consequences of such pandemic. Clemente-Suárez (2020) highlighted that the whole European Union experienced the drawbacks of the disease by the end of the first year of the Pandemic. Consequently, based on the IMF data, the EU and the eurozone had a GDP decline of about seven percent, while Spain experienced the most severe consequences compared to other EU members. Accordingly, in Spain, the level of GDP fell by eleven percent. Sigala (2020) also stated that across the whole EU there was a drop in the employment rates. Sigala (2020) said that due to Corona crisis, many workers lost their job as citizens were required to stay at home, while they could not find the new job to replace it. Such changes influenced the rise in unemployment in Spain. According to the data from World Bank (2021), in 2019 Spain’s rate of unemployment was already high for European state, about 14 per cent. By the end of the first year of pandemic (2020), the rate was almost 16 per cent. Adding the Corona crisis to Spain's already difficult employment situation, it turned out to be a very difficult situation related to distrust of EU aid. Thus, it is clear that the Coronavirus crisis has affected the Spanish economy on several indicators at once. On the one hand, GDP figures began to fall during the first year of the Pandemic, a loss of about 10-11 percent. On the other hand, the unemployment rate has also worsened by significant percentages, reaching about sixteen percent. The economic decline from the Pandemic brought Spain an increase in scepticism, since the population cannot continue to work at their usual jobs, society needed to transfer work to a remote mode, which is not always possible for such important jobs as a driver or a cleaner.
	Besides economic crisis, the political trust was also considered as a centrifugal force in the context of Covid-19 Pandemic. Amat (2020) conducted a survey with questions among citizens of Spain in order to identify how trust to the government changed after the different restriction due to Pandemic. Amat (2020) asked citizens about their trust in Spanish government, EU, democracy. As a result, the researcher came to the conclusion that there is a correlation between the Spaniards who have been ill and those who have not yet had time to get sick. The conclusion is that people who have been ill, tend to lean towards the fact that they trust the Spanish government and the EU and believe that the restrictions caused by the pandemic are justified from the point of view of democracy. Also, people who are still not ill most often believe that the government and the EU violate their democratic rights to travel. Thus, there is a growing skepticism among the population about whether the Spanish government should adhere to such strict rules, which for a certain part of the population are considered anti-democratic. What is more, from the same analyses the other researcher Arenas (2020) made a statement that the more negative consequences Covid brings to the economy, the more jobs Spaniards lose, the less faith people have in cooperation and integration. The author believes that the Corona crisis has led people to a situation where people began to think that globalization and integration can have negative consequences for the whole world, so it is worth limiting the pace of development of integration processes. However, the author believes that the more people believe in this, the more anti-democratic ideas will spread, which means it will be easier for authoritarian leaders to take over such a country. Additionally, the author points out that the undermining of democratic foundations may lead the country to a complete exit from the EU if the pandemic is not stopped. Consequently, on the one hand, the crisis associated with the pandemic begins to work against the state, as the population loses their jobs, which leads to a undermining of the faith of the government and the EU, since people believe that if the state about pops cannot solve the problem together, then new methods are needed. On the other hand, the crisis also makes us overestimate the importance of integration, since it was thanks to open borders that the virus spread with great speed. The population is becoming increasingly sceptical of the liberal foundations of the EU, when the crisis affects not only economic components, but also issues related to health and life.
	Falcó-Gimeno (2020) stressed that the pandemic can take place in waves, which, based on the data of the WHO study, can continue for three to five years. This nature of the pandemic can be expressed in a constant increase in unrest within the country, as well as an increase in unemployment may become permanent in the coming years. In a more recent study about economic influence of the COVD-19 Pandemic, Arbulú (2021) argued that strict rules that persisted in Spain during the first two years of the pandemic led to stagnation in areas such as tourism. Education among minors was also subject to a decrease in quality due to the transition to a distance format. The researcher believes that skepticism has begun to grow among the population about the effectiveness of the applied pandemic regulations, which are prescribed by the European Union. Thus, the economic consequences for Spain from the pandemic crisis are serious, which are subsequently expressed in the instability of civil society, their skepticism about the Euro integration. Besides, it is clear that the coronavirus has also affected tourism, which is one of the largest parts of the Spanish economy. Strict rules governing movement have also affected the quality of education, which is a priority in Spain. That is why skepticism towards the EU is growing, because it cannot make such rules that would not violate existing foundations. However, it is still worth understanding that a pandemic in the context of full-scale globalization is a new crisis, the solution of which is difficult to take even in a group (union).
	All in all, from the survey and economic data about the Corona crisis it can be concluded that Spain has experienced severe consequences from the COVID-19 crisis, such as an increase in the unemployed. Besides, the restrictions caused by the spread of the disease have triggered some Spaniards to feel insecure, distrust in the authorities and the European Union, which may lead to a loss of economic stability, and may also lead the country to leave the EU.

[bookmark: _Toc102135037]Hungary and Poland. Issues in EU. 
	
	Cases of Hungary and Poland in European Union are also crucial to understand centrifugal trends that lunched a sceptical position of Spain. The possibility of leaving the EU is supported within these countries thanks to political movements. It is necessary to evaluate why scepticism about European integration is growing in Hungary and Poland, as well as how Spain views these political shifts within the EU.
	In terms of Hungary, Böröcz (2021) described that the decision on Hungary's accession to the EU reached 80 percent, but almost immediately numerous of politicians, especially the opposition ones, were disappointed in the EU. Csehi and  Zgut (2021) highlighted that during the first years of Hungary's stay in the EU, the organization allocated almost about 35 billion euros for the development of the economy, but by the 2020s funding began to decline, which led Hungary to a situation where the government and citizens became dissatisfied with EU policy. Furthermore, the refugee crisis has also affected Hungary's position. Thus, Zgut (2020) stated that Hungary has restricted the legal access of refugees to their country, avoiding any responsibility in every possible way. This crisis affected Hungary's desire to leave the union, as the country is not ready to help others due to economic factors. The new government led by Orbán (2010) began to dictate to the population the opinion that the European Union is an elite community that treats less developed countries unfairly. Besides, when the migration crisis was at its most severe point in 2015, the new government argued that thanks to EU laws, the historical value of Europe was being lost. The new government accused the EU countries of wanting to change the European composition by using refugees. Thus, Hungary puts forward its disagreement with the EU policy, expressing an active skeptical attitude towards integration.
	In Poland the situation is comparable to the Hungarian. The Polish political leader Jarosław Kaczyński (Deputy Prime Minister) was also dissatisfied with the refugee crisis and the way the EU was solving it, as was Hungary. Csehi and Zgut (2021) pointed out that the Polish population was against the issue of quotas for refugees, as they considered it a violation of the rights and freedoms of citizens of this country. Kaczyński (2015) said that accepting refugees hinders the development of the Polish economy and is also a threat to the sovereignty of the country, a threat to security. Because of this severe crisis, Poland has begun a policy of scepticism towards the EU.
	Thus, both Hungary and Poland began to promote the ideas of scepticism about European integration, as they disagreed with its policy regarding solutions to crises, such as the European refugee crisis.
	For European Union these two states also were problematic members, issue was mutual. Medve-Bálint (2016) was concerned that European Union called Hungary and Poland "difficult" members of the union. The European Union reported that investments in these countries did not bring back money for the European Union. For instance, Poland received about 17 billion euros per year, while gave EU back only 4 million euros per year. Such an enormous gap between EU investments and returns has alerted the union, as unprofitable countries can bring instability to neighbouring countries. Dulak (2021) brings to the attention the fact that Poland also has problems with human rights, as it restricts the right to abortion, and also oppresses the LGBT community, which leads to the fact that the country violates the liberal foundations of the union. Thus, it is clear that Poland and Hungary are unprofitable countries for the European Union, which violate liberal regulations and even human rights, which is not acceptable for the European Union, which is trying to influence changes in these countries.
	Speaking about Hungary, Bohle (2016) believes that due to the corruption of Hungarian officials, the EU may reduce their budgets in the coming years, as monetary investments are not spent on the development and improvement of the country and its economy, but partly "in the pockets" of politicians for their personal needs. Bayer (2022) also stated that EU in the near future, an immediate reduction of the country's budgets may begin, since the government refuses to obey the basic law of the EU.
	All in all, the European Union expresses his position that the countries Hungary and Poland violate many laws of the Union, and are economically unstable, without bringing aid to the union budget. At the same time, there is a growing scepticism within these countries about further integration into the EU against the background of the refugee crisis and domestic political laws that conflict with EU laws.
	Such unrest within the European Union negatively affects many economically troubled countries, including Spain. Tertsch (2021)[footnoteRef:9] stated in Twitter that party VOX supports Hungary and Poland. Tertsch (2021) said that the EU budget restrictions for these countries are wrong, that it is necessary to prevent such decisions. Moreover, the head of the party said that such behavior of the EU could negatively affect not only the withdrawal of Poland and Hungary from the EU, but also Spain, since such statements contradict European values. Valero (2021) showed that despite the fact that VOX has 4 seats in the European Parliament, and slightly more than 50 (out of 350) in the Spanish parliament, this party is gaining popularity among the young population, as it provides an alternative. Valero (2021) is convinced that the support of Hungary and Poland plays a giant role in creating the opinion of the Spanish population towards skepticism.  [9:  Tertsch, H. (202). VOX Europe. From Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/VOX_Europa_/status/1435282311008899078
] 

	Jaráiz (2021) also highlights that the rise of the right-wing party such as VOX in Spain leads to an increase in skepticism among the population about the EU. Jaráiz (2021) argues that in times of severe crises, such as the refugee crisis, or the eurozone crisis, right-wing parties are gaining popularity among the population. Times of instability are forcing people to reassess the existing conditions provided by the EU for Spain. Jaráiz (2021) believes that the more crises there are in the EU, the more likely Spain's exit from the European Union is. This means that the Spanish population is rapidly beginning to support the ideas of the VOX party, which is expanding its seats in parliaments in half a year. 
	Thus, on the one hand, the VOX party (Spain), which is gaining popularity among young people, influences the spread of support for unstable countries such as Hungary and Poland. On the other hand, we see that in times of crisis, the politically active population is hungry for change, so the party that supports Poland and Hungary is gaining popularity, as it helps to rethink the main foundations of the Internet, which stop working as before.
Thus, it can be concluded that Spain is affected by the crisis in Hungary and Poland, and scepticism about the EU is growing in Spain.

[bookmark: _Toc102135038]Internal instability of politics.

Like crises in European Union, internal problems also impacted the process of rising scepticism toward the Euro integration. Centrifugal forces in Spain are based on the desire of some reach regions to separate from the state and become independent. López-Basaguren (2019) stated that economically rich regions are dissatisfied with Spain's domestic policy, which is aimed at "pulling" money from the budget of rich regions for the needs of less developed ones. Such regions tend to destabilize the integrity of the state, which can lead to instability, and then to withdrawal from the EU, since the country will not be able to fulfil the terms of the agreement.
Catalonia is one of the regions where the movement for the independence of the region from Spanish rule is developed. Milanovic and Sambanis (2011) argued that from the analysed data in Barcelona citizens want to separate from Spain as their region is economically can be presented on the international arena without the assistance of Spain. Catalonia wanted to secede back in the 19th century, so this movement has deep historical roots, but all this time it was suppressed by the Spanish government. Kazansky (2021) stated that the existing system of autonomy of Catalonia is insufficient for the population, since according to the results of the referendum held in 2017, about 90 percent of those who voted adhered to the position of Catalonia's withdrawal from Spain. Besides, Kazansky (2021) argued that Catalan separatism is a factor that destabilizes Spanish politics, is a centrifugal force that hinders the integrity of the country. 
Bieri (2014) claimed that Barcelona's internal separatism may lead to a situation in which European integrity will be violated. The author believes that the internal problems of separatism in Spain call into question its integrity, which affects its political participation in the European Union. One of the main values of the EU is integration, which is the opposite of separation. Freire (2019) claims that if Catalonia declares its independence, the EU will consider restricting Spain's participation in the meetings of the union, which will lead to the question of Spain's being in the union itself. López Guerra et al. (2010) said that Catalonia's exit is unlikely, since the EU countries did not support it, but the very fact that the region does not want to share the economy with the country suggests that Spain can become a very unstable country that will have a hard time complying with EU regulations.
Thus, it is clear that the internal separatist movements are practically not declining, but only growing. More developed regions, such as Catalonia, create problems for Spain from within, which affects the assessment of the country by the European Union. Moreover, the EU is the guarantor of the integrity of Spain, so even if Catalonia wants to leave Spain, it will also leave the EU, which will roll the economy back again, as the sales chains will be disrupted. Therefore, the probability of an exit from Spain remains small, but internal contradictions in the country force skepticism to spread to more developed regions, which may push the country to lose faith in integration and even exit from the EU.
To conclude, the internal crisis in Spain is It is important to understand that separatism does not support the EU but leads to the fact that the country becomes unable to solve internal problems. It is important to note that the probability of the independence process of Catalonia is not great, but it is worth taking into account the requests of citizens. Such a request for the sovereignty of the region may generate scepticism within the important region of Spain Catalonia, which in the future may lead to the fact that scepticism will grow into the desire of citizens to leave the EU. 

Conclusion 
	The studied centrifuge forces, such as the Brexit, the migrant crisis, the eurozone crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic, issues with Hungary and Poland, as well as internal separatist movements strongly influence the growth of scepticism about Euro integration among both politicians and the Spanish population. To a greater extent, scepticism began to be supported after the UK left the EU, which showed that the country could be economically efficient without the support of the union. Moreover, the refugee crisis and the crisis associated with the COVID-19 disease, as well as the eurozone crisis, showed that the EU is not always able to find solutions to problems efficiently and quickly, so scepticism in Spain continued to develop. Moreover, issues related to Hungary and Poland have proved popular among the right-wing VOX party, which is gaining popularity among the Spanish population. After all, Spain's internal problems related to the desire of some regions to secede also affect the growth of scepticism about Euro integration, as they contradict the main liberal ideas of the EU about integration.

[bookmark: _Toc102135039]CHAPTER 3. Positive trends in European Integration. 

	Despite the fact that the proportion of centrifuge forces is growing in the European Community, centripetal forces are also present in the EU. Such forces contribute to strengthening integration within the union, and also give hope that the EU as an organization will continue to strengthen its economic and political strength. Centripetal forces are crucial in this research to prove the hypothesis as they provide cases that support the idea that Spanish society is not fully shaped by sceptical trends towards the EU, but also has the centripetal trends. Szapáry (2021) stated that centripetal forces in Europe such as the eurozone and the common market have done a lot to bring countries closer together and integrate their economies. The author emphasizes that these forces were created in order for the qualitative organization of the integration of countries into one union to take place, the purpose of which will be the economic growth of the countries, as well as the entire union. That is why it is necessary to assess how these forces cope with the integration of European society. In this chapter there will be analysed such centripetal forces as Green Policy of EU, energy and banking units and eurozone. Moreover, this chapter will provide Spanish view to the centripetal trends. 
	
[bookmark: _Toc102135040]Energy Union and Green Policy 
	
	In order to deal with the growing problems related to production and ecology, in 2015 an agreement was signed within the EU, which is called the Energy Union. Despite the fact that an energy plan had already been developed in the EU, it was necessary to develop a new document that would more clearly define a sustainable development plan, as well as more affordable energy, according to European Commission (2015). Maltby (2013) pointed out that energy issues have always been important for the EU and new times required new eco-friendly technologies and solutions, so the signing of the Energy Union Agreement took place. Furthermore, the participating countries were also interested in reducing the percentage of pollution from energy and wanted to strive for alternative energy sources.
	Szulecki (2015) argued that Spain joined the Energy Union agreement and started to produce new policies toward the ecological goals. Meyer (2007) deduced that in 2005, there was an increase in energy consumption in Spain, which was not going to decrease, but in Spain there are limited energy resources. Also, since the late 90s of the twentieth century, the level of CO2 by 2005 increased by 30 percent, which allows us to conclude that the EU countries, including Spain, at that time had not yet sought to improve the ecological frame of the union. After the 2005 energy report, the European Commission began developing an energy union.
	Romero-Rubio (2015) argued that Spain joined the process of implementing the new energy agreement with lightning speed, as she saw prospects for improving the economy. According to European Commission (2015), Spain and France are interconnected in the sphere of energy, which leads to the fact that there is a close integration of Spain into the energy market. Romero-Rubio (2015) also pointed out that Spain did the statement that by 2020 will reduce greenhouse emissions by about 10 percent. By the end of the 2013, Spain had about 13 per cent of the renewable energy. According to Eurostat (2015), the goal of Spanish government was to rise the amount of such type of energy to the point of 20 per cent. Such statements from the Spanish side confirm that they are ready to continue integrating into the energy union. Spanish economy has ties with France, which allows us to conclude that Spain continues to integrate into the EU, increasing interest in its projects, such as the energy union. Moreover, it can be concluded that Spain is ready, despite skepticism, to continue to follow EU regulations and integrate into the union as before.
Despite the fact that the energy union was an optimistic treaty, the speed of environmental change forced the EU to reassess their capabilities and sign a new energy-related deal. Green Policy or European Green Deal is European Union is one of the most key policies that is presented in the agenda. European Green Deal was put on the agenda in EU 2019 and its main goal is to reduce emissions into the atmosphere, according to Haines (2020). What is more, besides the ecological goal, such deal is needed to improve economies of the states and to lead economies to more environmentally friendly production. Teevan (2021) stated that despite the Covid-19 crisis, green policy continues to develop, money is invested in it, and the goal of switching to alternative energy sources seems achievable by the two thousand fiftieth year.
	Medinilla (2021) highlighted that the green policy is the most important achievement of the EU policy, as it relates not only to the development of the economy, but also to the preservation of the planet in general. The green policy is the most important achievement of the EU policy, as it relates not only to the development of the economy, but also to the preservation of the planet in general.  In order to achieve the goal, set out in the Green Deal, the EU countries need to switch to alternative energy sources, make production more environmentally friendly, achieve proper waste recycling, and reduce emissions from production.
	Vogl (2021) also added that green policy is becoming very relevant among European countries, so such an agreement can be considered not only economically beneficial, but also as an agreement that will help countries integrate into the EU faster and more firmly, as well as establish cooperation among countries. It turns out that the green deal is a force that helps to overcome the crisis and move on to the further process of uniting the politics and economy of Spain and the EU countries.
	According to the Eco-Innovation Index (2019), Spain’s index of sustainability is just above average in European states, but its policies toward ecological goals are improving every year. According to the European Commission (2022), Spain received about 120 million euros to improve a more sustainable transportation across the states and to get closer to the overall goal of increasing alternative energy sources. Moreover, the entire fund for the ecology of Spain is about 69 billion euros, which is several times higher than the funds of the neighbouring country of Portugal. Also, the European Commission (2022) reported that Spain is dealing efficiently with ecological measures and the aid that promoted by the EU is proportional to the real expenses, meaning that Spain successfully copes with the use of the budget and goes to the goal of environmental policy.
	Green Recovery Tracking (2021) suggests that Spain uses the EU's economic resources rationally, improving not only the ecological condition of developed cities, but also less developed regions are amenable to changes that effectively improve ecological production and transport. Moreover, Euractiv (2021) said that Spain is effectively building railways that use ecological trains, instead of expanding highways. Also, Spain has expanded the goals of the EU green deal and plans to expand alternative energy sources by 30 percent by 2023, based on the report from Spanish Government (2021). 
Steinberg (2021) added that Spain is also making structural changes to achieve the goals of the EU Green Deal. Steinberg (2021) claims that Spain is trying to digitalize bureaucratic apparatuses in order to avoid using paper in excessive quantities. Moreover, Spain is undergoing a modernization of taxation in the field of ecology, which helps to allocate more funds for alternative energy sources. It means that Spain takes the green deal very seriously, it is important for Spain to preserve not only the economy, but also the land itself, which is used for production. It is vital for Spain to follow the goal of the EU green deal, as it helps to integrate more strongly into the union, pushing centrifugal trends into the background. It is clear that Spain is ready to carry out reforms aimed at creating more favourable conditions for the implementation of policies and deals with the EU, such as the green deal. Tax legislation is also a mechanism that helps to achieve a more effective implementation of the environmental transaction, which is important for the integration of Spain.
Martínez-Ros (2019) argued that the green deal is a critical deal for countries, as its goal is not only to enrich countries, but also their ecological preservation. The existing moral goal of nature conservation strongly influences the unity of European countries, since nature is a key resource for further economic development in terms of production and tourism. Also, the author claims that the Spanish economy is strongly tied to tourism, so the preservation of the environmental agenda is also in the first place for economic reasons. Thus, it is important for Spain to be involved in that transaction in order to improve the environmental and economic well-being of the country, and also this transaction contributes to the European integration of Spain, since it connects the countries for a good purpose, not just for commercial.
However, Spanish researcher Navarro (2019) argues that Europe is still far from being environmentally favoured. Navarro (2019) stated that measures taken in 2019 are not enough to stop the climate crisis. The author believes that countries need to allocate more budgetary funds for more accelerated achievement of goals. The author points out that Spain still uses gas, almost 400 gigawatts hours in 2019, although it has access to alternative energy sources. Nevertheless, Navarro did his research in the end of 2019 and did not predict that Spain will use less gas. In reality, according to Fernández, Statista (2022) the consumption of gas in Spain dropped to 350 thousand in the next two years. It shows that Spain is going toward the main goal slowly, but Spanish government is doing everything possible to achieve the goal of a green deal as soon as possible. Thus, on the one hand, Spain's energy policy still cannot be called "green", since it consumes large quantities of traditional energy sources. However, on the other hand, it is clear that Spain is trying to develop new budgets that will allow for a faster transition to the widespread use of alternative energy sources.
To conclude, the Green Deal Policy is the one of the most important agreements of the EU countries, the purpose of which is to improve the environmental situation and create a more environmentally friendly production. For Spain, this deal is a centripetal force, this deal is perceived by the Spanish government as vital. Additionally, Spain is trying to accelerate some micro targets in order to restore the economy. This deal allows Spain to overcome the skepticism caused by the internal crises of the EU.
[bookmark: _Toc102135041]Eurozone and Banking Union 

	In previous chapter the Eurozone was analysed from the crisis episode. This chapter will show how eurozone change the economic development of Spain in positive way. 
	Chislett (2019) described the eurozone as a quick opportunity for the Spanish economy to grow several times. According to the data from World Bank, in 1999, when eurozone was presented, the GDP of Spain was equal to 630 b. of dollars. After the five years in common currency zone, in 2003 Spanish index of GDP was equal to almost 900 b. of dollars. Kuo (2016) supported that idea that GDP growth in Spain started to increase thanks to the eurozone. Consequently, it can be deduced that after joining the EU, Spain has already experienced a slight increase, but it was after joining the eurozone that growth became much faster than before.
	Gilmore (2002) argued that in the period from the beginning of 1990s to 2003 Spanish GDP grew almost by 20 per cent, comparing to 16 perc cent of growth in France. Gilmore (2002) stated that Spain can be seen as a successful example of state that adopted to the new currency in a short time. The author believes that Spain was able to use the eurozone for growth precisely because before that the local currency was not so stable in the market, especially for the first time after the fall of the Franco regime. However, immediately after the change of course to a more democratic one, the economy began to grow slowly, and thanks to the euro, growth became even faster. 
	The eurozone crisis still affected the level of development of the country's economy, described in the second chapter. Despite the fact that before the crisis the Spanish economy showed promise for rapid growth, after the crisis it became more difficult for Spain to develop at the same pace. Thus, we can say that before the eurozone crisis (2010), Spain received positive effects from integration, which stimulated economic growth. However, after the crisis, the centrifuge forces still began to influence the level of scepticism towards the common currency.
	However, in order to overcome the eurozone crisis, EU created a banking union in 2012 to solve consequences, save the eurozone and develop a new economic model of growth. Goyal (2013) the banking union has determined that all EU banks need the same assistance after the crisis, which is guaranteed by this agreement. Goyal (2013) also highlighted that help through the system of banking union will be safe as there will be a relationship between banks and states, which is especially important during a crisis. The author believes that such a connection can help overcome possible economic crises faster than it turned out after the eurozone crisis, or even avoid a state of decline (or recession). It means that such banking union is a sign of a positive trend as it helped to prepare new financial system that will protect from the future collapses. Therefore, it is clear that the new banking policy contributes to Spain's rapid exit from the eurozone crisis.
	Schoenmaker (2013) argued that Spain will be one of the luckiest states that will receive an efficient help from the banking union. 
[image: ]
Table 8. Net effect of banking union[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Schoenmaker, D., & Siegmann, A. (2013). Winners of a European banking union. Duisenberg School of Finance policy briefs.
] 

	From the table it can be deduced that Spain will receive about 10 per cent after the joining the banking union, while other states will receive less in many times. Breuss (2013) stated that such difference happened because Spain was one of the most affected by the crisis and the banking system in this country had the most severe consequences. Berges (2012) pointed out that Spain was waiting for the improvements caused by the opportunity to join the banking union, as it was the banking sector that suffered very much. On the Spanish side, forecasts for rapid and massive improvements made citizens believe that European integration brings not only crises, but also help, according to Berges (2012). It means that the opinion among citizens has grown that despite the fact that the eurozone has brought a severe crisis for Spain, it can help it get out of it with the least effort. Also, joining the banking union reduces scepticism towards European integration, but on the contrary, forces to continue to comply with EU rules in order to improve the economic situation of the country. Benzo (2013) claimed that due to the fact that the EU does not "abandon" its members after severe crises but strengthens integration in order to improve the conditions of banks, the level of trust in the organization is growing among the population and politicians. The previous crisis remains behind, and new opportunities for further growth and mutually beneficial relations within the EU are ahead. Therefore, Spain had one of the most difficult situations after the crisis, so the banking system helped to quickly get out of the crisis into the initial growth. Moreover, there is a growing belief among the population that the EU will not leave Spain without help, so the crisis can be survived without severe losses in the long term. It also turns out that against the background of the new policy of banks, the level of scepticism associated with integration is decreasing, because the crisis can be overcome with the help of EU policy.
	
[bookmark: _Toc102135042]Science and Technology 

	In addition to the environmental deal and banking union, Spain is also a leader among EU policies aimed at science and technological development. In addition to alternative energy sources, which are developing thanks to science and energy deals, the green deal, Spain has also achieved success in the construction of modern railways as a sustainable alternative to the highways, improved the quality of medicine, and is also a leader in robotics and biotechnology.
	The European Union has allocated about 80 billion euros for the development of science in all EU countries, the share of which went to the countries relatively evenly. Spain has taken seriously the development of such an area as robotics. According to United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (2004), Spain managed to overtake France in terms of the number of robots used in enterprises, which increased the speed and quality of production of goods. In 2003, Spain had about 800 robots per 10,000 employees, while the UK had 600. Thus, Spain began to lead in the use of the EU budget for science related to the improvement of production through the unification of robots. The use of robotics for the production of machine tools and other things is a priority for Spain, so it was able to reach third place among the EU countries by 2015. Moreover, about one-third of the firms that are engaged in production are already in full use of robots to improve the quality of production.
	Thus, it can be seen that Spain is striving to develop not only in the field of economy or energy, but also has successes in the field of science and technology, which allow us to assert that despite the growing scepticism about integration into Europe, Spain continues to strive to have a leading position among the EU countries in development, and also continues to participate in EU programs, performs the role of a full-fledged participant of the organization.
	All in all, what is at stake here is that the eurozone crisis indeed had negative consequences for Spain, expressed in a difficult exit towards economic growth. However, integration processes such as the banking union contributed to the fact that Spain began an active exit from the recession and the banking system recovered one of all faster. Such a union as a banking union has shown that despite difficult crises, European integration continues to be beneficial for Spain, and scepticism against its background is decreasing.

[bookmark: _Toc102135043]CONCLUSION

	In this study the question of European Integration is presented from the point of Spanish side. Historical perspective of the developing of EU showed that after the Franco regime Spain wanted to be out of international isolation and European organization was seen as a possibility to develop international recognition of newly stated country. What is more, by the end of the 1970s, EEC achieved rapid economic development, which led European countries to spread the desire to join the organization. From the political side, the government of Spain established new political order-democracy. In the European Union Spain played one of the key roles in the institutions of the organization, expressed in participation in the European Commission. Spain has a strong influence on the decision-making process in the EU institutions. The analysis of macroeconomic indicators showed that since Spain's accession to the EU, there has been a continued increase in GDP, as well as a drop in the inflation rate, which indicate that Spain receives economic benefits from membership in this organization. Furthermore, the economic relationship between Spain and the EU is also expressed in the common currency (eurozone), as well as the use of EU funds for the development of the economy. 
An analysis of such crises as Brexit, the eurozone crisis and the refugee crisis, internal crises, as well as the Covid-19 Pandemic and problems with Hungary and Poland showed that the level of centrifugal tendency is growing in Spain. From the point of view of the Brexit, Spain had very strong economic relations with the UK, which came into question after the country's exit from the EU. However, despite the excitement and skepticism, Spain was able to restore relations with the UK to previous values (before leaving the EU). The refugee crisis and the eurozone crisis stimulated the greatest number of centrifuge opinions among the population and politicians of Spain, as Spain took a powerful economic blow. The eurozone crisis has brought the country into a state of crisis, from which the country has been getting rid of for a very long time. The eurozone crisis has increased the level of skepticism as much as the refugee crisis, which caught not only the EU countries, but also Spain, which was the first of their countries to take on a wave of refugees. Moreover, the crisis caused by the spread of the coronavirus showed the inability of the EU to quickly adopt common rules that all countries would obey for common development. Thus, the Coronavirus Crisis increased unemployment in Spain, which was one of the strongest in Europe before that. The problems associated with Poland and Hungary have also shown that countries that do not obey the EU's basic liberal guidelines will sooner or later want to leave the union, which leads to skeptical movements in Spain. For Spain, these two countries were an example, as the VOX party, which supports some unrest in Hungary and Poland, tends to increase the number of followers among the youth of Spain. All the analyzed crises indicate that Spain is subject to centrifuge forces that contribute to the growth of skepticism of European integration.
	Nevertheless, despite the crises, Spain continues to be the main member of the European Union. So, Spain survived the eurozone crisis largely thanks to the banking union, which was created by the EU to support countries after the crisis. The measures taken by the union contributed to Spain's recovery from the crisis. Likewise, the Green Energy Union stimulated Spain's economic growth, as it helped to develop alternative energy sources, reduce dependence on minerals as a means of raw materials, and also created a strong connection between Spain and EU countries in energy supplies (for example, between Spain and France). Moreover, thanks to the EU Science and Technology project, Spain is successfully developing robotics and is in the top three most developed countries in terms of the use of robots in production. Thus, despite large-scale centrifuge forces, such as crises, Spain continues to work towards integration with the EU, strengthening its main positions among countries, and also continues to participate in many EU programs.
	Summing up the results of this scientific work, it can be concluded that the hypothesis presented at the beginning of the work is confirmed, since on the one hand it is clear that Spain is highly susceptible to crises that have anti-integration tendencies. On the other hand, it is clear that Spain, despite all the crises, continues to work successfully on EU projects, and also has a leading position in some areas.
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