
July 23, 2024

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in support of Marina Zdarankowa's application to your program. I am film writer, director, editor, and educator. I wrote and directed several short films that screened at international film festivals and were awarded prizes, such as National Lithuanian Film Award "Silver Crane". I am currently in production of two feature length projects that both received funding from Lithuanian Film Center. I earned a BFA in Film from Emerson College and an MFA in Screenwriting / Directing from Columbia University in the United States. Given that, I know firsthand how higher education can contribute towards both professional and personal growth.

I met Marina during the casting for my feature film Renovation, and was immediately taken by her talent, dedication, and passion for acting. In the film, she plays a Belarusian journalist who has been living in Vilnius for a while and speaks fluent Lithuanian. One could never tell that Marina is not fluent in Lithuanian because she learned the lines impeccably. In addition to being incredibly gifted, she is hard working and a great team player, both qualities necessary in order to work in film industry. I have also seen Marina perform on stage, specifically in a play "Tihari" written by Sasha Filipenko, directed by Sasha Denisova, and produced by August Theater. I was blown away by the emotional range in her performance, which made me both laugh and cry. From both seeing her work and working with her, it is clear to me that Marina has a rich life experience that she pours into her art. I believe that that's exactly what she would do while in your program. 

I am certain that Marina is someone to watch and whose career should be supported and fostered. I recommend her to you most highly, and without a single reservation. Should you need any additional information please do not hesitate to contact me, either by email (gabriele.urbonaite.film@gmail.com) or by phone (+370 656 64312). 

Sincerely,
Gabrielė Urbonaitė

