Dear Colleagues,
With this letter, I would like to gratefully apply for the EHU Master’s program in Cultural Heritage Development and the associated competition to receive an EHU grant to cover my education.
Despite my current occupation as a specialist in HR and corporate culture in a large private retail company, which may seem far from the topic of the chosen Master’s program, I have always been deeply interested in the cultural and artistic life of Belarus. I have always considered myself a part of the civil society of my country. Since my early teen years, I have sought interesting educational opportunities. For instance, after the 9th grade, I spent two years at BSU Lyceum, which I finished with a Gold Medal. I truly enjoyed my studies there. Now, after receiving a higher education in Belarus and gaining some work and life experience, I want to continue my studies to gain new competencies and networks that I can use in my country.
I propose that you consider three cases in my portfolio, which illustrate why I feel my activities and developments align closely with the EHU mission.

Case 1: Music and Cultural Events
I graduated from a Music school (choir class) and was deeply involved in various relevant social activities during my studies. After graduation, I participated in several choirs, including the women’s cappella “Ranitza” in 2016-2017, which deepened my understanding and appreciation of Belarusian singing traditions. After gaining some practical experience, I became more active as an organizer of cultural and social events. From 2015-2020, I managed the amateur youth choir of St. Peter and St. Paul’s Minsk Orthodox Cathedral, where we conducted free performances and concerts in hospitals and boarding schools. In 2018-2020, I designed and implemented a series of Christmas musical and charity events (illustrated in my portfolio) – The Musical Evenings of Young Belarusian Composers. I am proud of the success of the project and strongly believe that art can be an effective tool for societal consolidation and the promotion of human values. This case helped foster cultural awareness and appreciation, promote the values of the humanities and arts, and consolidate people through shared activities, which resonate with EHU’s mission to develop civil society through the humanities.
Case 2: Family Photography
Since my children were born (in 2019 and 2021), I have tried to comprehend and highlight the role of women, maternity, and family in modern society through photography. I believe that women often do not see or feel the beauty of maternity amid heavy duties, postpartum psychological and physical conditions, child growth problems, and, in some cases, a lack of support from their partners. In this context, photography can be a supportive tool – the photos illustrate the beauty and tenderness of maternity and help normalize women's self-esteem. I consider it my individual way to support women and promote human values in society. This work highlights the often-overlooked aspects of women's roles in society and promotes the liberal arts by using creative expression to challenge societal norms and enhance understanding of human experiences, which aligns with EHU’s mission.
Case 3: Environmental Advocacy
[bookmark: _Hlk173792856][bookmark: _Hlk173792844]The third case illustrating my social activity’s coherence with the EHU mission is the environmental project “Live Flowers Instead of Plastic Flowers”,  which I arranged in Minsk in spring 2023 on the eve of the Orthodox holiday Radonica. The project aimed to promote sustainable lifestyle values among people and combat the cultural phenomenon of bringing plastic flowers to cemeteries, which creates significant environmental challenges. My idea was to show that there is a traditional and eco-friendly alternative to plastic flowers on graves and to support the environmental movement in this area.
These cases illustrate my commitment to cultural heritage, social responsibility, and environmental sustainability, all of which are integral to the mission of EHU. Based on these experiences, I wish to apply for an EHU scholarship to cover the costs of my potential studies in the EHU Master’s program in Cultural Heritage Development.
Thank you for considering my application.
Sincerely,
Maria Lobanova	
