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INTRODUCTION 

 

VALERYIA SILCHANKA 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

With this letter, I would like to express my interest in studying the LL.M. Program “International Business 

and Trade Law” at the European Humanities University in Vilnius, Lithuania (“Program”). 

 

I finished my university degree in international law (both Bachelor's and LL.M. degrees) at the International 

University “MITSO” (Belarus, Minsk). During my studies at the University, I specialized in International 

Commercial Law. Law is a field in which I see myself throughout my professional life. Legal work inspires 

me. At the same time, I like to be constantly on the move, learning about the world, travelling, discovering 

new legal systems. Perhaps this was the decisive argument for choosing my specialization. 

 

After looking for opportunities to get immersed in international commercial law, I participated in two moot 

court competitions: V ICC Lex Mercatoria International Commercial Arbitration Moot (Minsk, Belarus)1 

and the 24th Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot (Vienna, Austria)2; in the summer 

law school on private international law at the International University “MITSO” in July 20153. Additionally, 

the Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus granted me a scholarship (2014/2015)4 and (2015/2016)5 because 

of my strong academic performance. In March 2016 I was granted a scholarship to participate in the XXIV 

International Student Science Conference in Saint Petersburg, Russia6.  

 

Other achievements during my university studies include attendance the course “European citizenships and 

the future of Europe. A critical Approach” lectured by Prof. Rafael Varzquez-Garcia (Spain)7, and also 

“International Trade Law” lectured by Prof. Michael John Strauss (France)8 both in April 2015. In 

December 2016 I took part in the online conference of students titled Common Foreign and Security Policy 

of the EU, co-funded by the ERASMUS+ Programme of the European Union9. Also, in November 2016 I 

participated in the V ICC Lex Mercatoria International Legal Forum on International Commercial Law and 

Arbitration10. 

 

Every person at least once in his or her life has dreamed of something: a dog, the sea, a new apartment, or 

a hot air balloon flight. Dreams, born in early childhood, sometimes do not leave us throughout our lives. 

Some of them find their place in reality, others die as they become unnecessary. In my opinion, the dream 

of any person is the desire to be happy! And one of the important components of simple human happiness 

is a favorite job. 

 

 
1 V ICC Lex Mercatoria International Commercial Arbitration Moot (Minsk, Belarus) Certificate; 
2 24th Willem C Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot (Vienna, Austria) Certificate; 
3 Special course on international private law Certificate; 
4 Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus scholarship 2014-2015 Certificate; 
5 Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus scholarship 2015-2016 Certificate; 
6 XXIV International Student Science Conference in Saint Petersburg, Russia Certificate; 
7 European citizenships and the future of Europe. A critical approach lectured by Prof. Rafael Varzquez-Garcia 

Certificate; 
8 International Trade Law lectured by Prof. Michael John Strauss Certificate; 
9 Common Foreign and Security Policy of the EU, co-funded by the ERASMUS+ Programme of the European 

Union Certificate; 
10 V ICC Lex Mercatoria International Commecial Arbtration Moot LEGAL FORUM Certificate; 



4 

 

Starting in 2018 I have been working as a happiest junior associate in the international commercial 

arbitration practice in the “Sysouev, Bondar, and partners SBH” Law Office and “Lex Torre Law Office” 

(Belarus, Minsk) – the only Belarusian law offices which had a separate international commercial 

arbitration practice. 

 

During my work in the law office, I specialized in international commercial and investment arbitration, and 

contractual law working with the projects of major international and Belarusian clients. Therefore, I have a 

two-year experience as a lawyer in consulting in top law offices of the Republic of Belarus. 

 

Continuing my professional development,  I took part in Kyiv Arbitration Days in Ukraine11 in September 

2018. In October 2018, I was chosen to participate in the lectures of Gary Born (the Chair of the 

International Arbitration Practice Group at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP, President of the 

SIAC Court of Arbitration, one of the world’s leading authorities in international arbitration) in Moscow, 

Russia12. Also, Baker & McKenzie Law Office in Moscow held an interview with Gary Born where I also 

was able to participate. 

 

In November 2019 I has my first professional presentation on 15th November 2019 in Moscow, Russia at 

the scientific and law practice conference “Foreign Trade Regulation and International Commercial 

Arbitration: Historical Experience and Present Needs” on the topic: "The possibility of applying online 

arbitration (in terms of some countries of the former Soviet Union)”13. 

 

In January 2019, the ELSA Europe chose me to participate in ELSA Winter Arbitration Law School in 

Uppsala, Sweden14 on 20-27 January 2019 among 35 people from all over Europe. As soon as I back to 

Belarus I was happy to share my experience at Faculty of the International Relations of the Belarussian 

State University and address all questions either on law schools or my experience in working at a law 

office15. 

 

On 30 July - 02 August 2019, I took part in the First Summer School of International Commercial 

Arbitration “Conducting a case at the International Arbitration Court at the BelCCI” organized together by 

the International Arbitration Court at the BelCCI, the Belarusian Republican Bar Association, the Centre 

for Management of Business Conflicts MOST and Young Alternative Dispute Resolution Belarus (Young 

ADR). I was awarded among the best participants in the school and received a special prize from the Chair 

of the Belarus Republican Bar Association.16  In October 2019 I took part in VI International Arbitration 

Readings in memory of Academician Igor Pobirchenko 10-11 October 2019 in Kyiv, Ukraine17. 

 

During my work in the Law Offices, I also took part in the preparation of the Doing Business 2020 Belarus 

report18 which was the 17th annual series of reports measuring the regulations that enhance business activity 

and those that constrain it.  

 

 
11 Kyiv Arbitration Days in Ukraine; 
12 Gary Born in Moscow, Russia meeting; 
13 Foreign Trade Regulation and International Commercial Arbitration: Historical Experience and Present Needs 

Conference; 
14 ELSA Winter Arbitration Law School in Uppsala, Sweden Certificate; 
15 FIR BSU ELSA meeting 2019; 
16 First Summer School of International Commercial Arbitration August 2019 Certificate; 
17 VI International Arbitration Readings in memory of Academician Igor Pobirchenko; 
18 Doing Business 2020 Belarus Certificate; 
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Since 2018, I was also a part of the organizational team of the Eastern European Dispute Resolution Forum 

(EEDRF)19, the first and the largest practical legal Forum, held in Belarus, which unites more than 500 legal 

professionals from various jurisdictions20, where I was responsible for the whole organization 

(communication with speakers, preparation of the documentation, events organization, budgets, etc.)21.   

I also have served as a Regional Representative of the Alumni Association of the Willem C. Vis 

International Commercial Arbitration Moot; training students of my Alma Mater for International 

Commercial Arbitration Moot Courts22 and reading lectures on arbitration at the request of the University23. 

 

In June 2020 I left a Law Office and joined “MEDIACUBE MCN” LLC (“MEDIACUBE”) company as a 

legal counsel, the official regional representative of YouTube, specializing in the provision of intermediary 

services through the use of software developed both at the expense of its own resources and custom 

software, activities related to advertising on the resources of bloggers as well as management of the 

intellectual property; IP protection (copyright and related rights to audiovisual works, musical works, 

images, trademarks); draft, review and negotiate complex contracts on the provision of advertising services 

with foreign and local clients; legal support of the day-to-day operations of the company with offices at 

Cyprus, Russia, Belarus. As a result, I have a two-year experience in providing legal support for projects in 

the IT industry as an in-house lawyer (legal department in the private sector). 

 

During my work in MEDIACUBE for the first time in my professional life, I faced a lot of questions 

regarding intellectual property and personal data. Therefore, in September 2020 I decided to obtain the 

missing knowledge and to take the appropriate training at the “ITLaw: express immersion 4.0 course” in 

the following modules “IP&Copyright”, “IT Contracts & Tax”, “Privacy & Security”24. 

 

In January 2021, I started my journey as a legal counsel in one of the largest outsourcing and software 

development IT companies headquartered in the US and operating internationally (North America, Europe, 

the UK, and the Gulf), - SCIENCESOFT CJSC (Minsk, Belarus) (“ScienceSoft”). During my work in 

ScienceSoft, I specialized in international commercial law, IP law, international trade law, dispute 

resolution, compliance, and personal data protection, specifically legal support of the day-to-day operations 

of the company with offices in the USA, UAE, Latvia, Finland, Ukraine, and Belarus; preparation of 

complex outsourcing and technology contracts including NDA’s, MSA’s, SOW’s and other agreements with 

foreign and local clients; compliance and data protection (GDPR, High-Tech Park regulations, etc.), help 

balance legal risks with company-wide goals etc. 

 

In ScienceSoft I continue learning something new and in April 2021 I took part in VIII Online Arbitration 

School organized by Ukrainian Arbitration Association25. In January 2021 I was honored to be recognized 

as an Arbitration Future Leader (Non-partners section) by Who’s Who Legal26. 

 

 
19 EEDRF 2018; 
20 Eurasia.Expert. An interview with Valeryia Silchanka dated 25 August 2019. “Belarus to gather top experts in 

international arbitration”: https://eurasia.expert/belarus-soberet-topovykh-spetsialistov-po-mezhdunarodnomu-

arbitrazhu/?fbclid=IwAR3W6s3Yi5SEomtBo2n1EOHkNBghb_Mtp4aYbA-C6sS6oZ4UqAo6eYa-z9Ykh-

vostochnoy-evropy-eedrf-2/;  
21 EEDRF 2019; 
22 10th Moscow Premoot to the 26th Willem C. Vis; 
23 Lecture on the International Commercial Arbitration at MITSO; 
24 ITLaw: express immersion 4.0 course Certificate; 
25 VIII Online Arbitration School organized by Ukrainian Arbitration Association Certificate; 
26 Who’s Who Legal Valeryia Silchanka; 

https://eurasia.expert/belarus-soberet-topovykh-spetsialistov-po-mezhdunarodnomu-arbitrazhu/?fbclid=IwAR3W6s3Yi5SEomtBo2n1EOHkNBghb_Mtp4aYbA-C6sS6oZ4UqAo6eYa-z9Ykh-vostochnoy-evropy-eedrf-2/
https://eurasia.expert/belarus-soberet-topovykh-spetsialistov-po-mezhdunarodnomu-arbitrazhu/?fbclid=IwAR3W6s3Yi5SEomtBo2n1EOHkNBghb_Mtp4aYbA-C6sS6oZ4UqAo6eYa-z9Ykh-vostochnoy-evropy-eedrf-2/
https://eurasia.expert/belarus-soberet-topovykh-spetsialistov-po-mezhdunarodnomu-arbitrazhu/?fbclid=IwAR3W6s3Yi5SEomtBo2n1EOHkNBghb_Mtp4aYbA-C6sS6oZ4UqAo6eYa-z9Ykh-vostochnoy-evropy-eedrf-2/
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At the end of February 2022, I moved to Poland (Warsaw) due to personal reasons, and from April 2022, I 

was working as a Contract Associate at EY GDS (CS) POLAND27. I have been working at EY till June 

2023. During my work here, I specialized in legal managed services, namely entity compliance and 

governance, and contract lifecycle management. I was involved in data abstraction, analysis, and quality 

review, contract review, assembly and facilitation of completion, obligation and risk monitoring, annual 

and routine compliance activities, etc. 

 

Starting from July 2023 I joined CIVITTA Sp. Z.o.o. team as a legal counsel28. Currently, I am the only 

foreigner hired in its Polish office and I am responsible for the provision of legal support for CIVITTA and 

its group companies all over the world. In addition to my compulsory studies as part of my work in Poland, 

I also continued self-study and decided to learn foreign languages. During a year of living in Poland, I 

learned the Polish language from level A1 to level B1293031 and passed the state exam in Polish (for 

foreigners). 

 

During my studies at the university, I have formed my preferences and professional interests, and work 

experience helped me to develop and deepen them. At the moment I am a practicing lawyer at an 

international consulting firm in Poland, engaged in legal support of projects, most of which are related to 

international business and trade law. 

 

It should be noted that besides studying and working, I am also fond of sports, traveling, singing, and 

blogging. I am deeply convinced that for the harmonious development of the personality it is necessary to 

devote time to one's physical and mental health, so in my free time from work and study, I completed an 

online course on the basics of nutriciology held by in the Belarusian Fitness Federation32, regularly attend 

pilates, yoga, and strength training classes. 

 

Besides, I like traveling very much. I have already traveled to 20+ countries and I believe that this is not 

the limit! In March 2023, I realized my big dream - I visited Portugal and saw the ocean for the first time 

in my life33. 

 

Moreover, I have loved singing since childhood. In my free time, I attend a vocal studio in Warsaw34. Also 

among my hobbies is my small blog on Instagram. Word is my way of interacting with the world and I love 

to write. Since moving from Minsk to Warsaw, I have been actively talking about the peculiarities of life in 

emigration, helping and counseling those who are just thinking about moving or have recently moved. In 

addition, I published my own little guide to the first steps in Poland35. 

 

Based on the above-mentioned I would like to say that I always aim higher and try to get the most out of 

my academic, cultural, and professional experiences. I was very delighted to find the opportunity to apply 

for the Program at EHU, Lithuania. It would be all of my interest to meet the challenges of an increasingly 

global economy by receiving the new knowledge and training needed to handle complex transnational 

 
27 EY GDS (CS) Poland; 
28 CIVITTA Sp. Z.o.o.; 
29 A1 Polish language Certificate; 
30 A2 Polish language Certificate; 
31 B1 Polish language Certificate; 
32 Basics of the nutriciology Certificate; 
33 Travelling photos; 
34 Singing vocal studio in Warsaw; 
35 First steps in Poland: personal experience guide: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdAxAm1Wkh02GfqbRL7VfPEpcVa7QjMR/view?pli=1 ; 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdAxAm1Wkh02GfqbRL7VfPEpcVa7QjMR/view?pli=1
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transactions that define the current legal and business environment and that I can apply directly to my 

everyday work.  

 

I am confident that my professional experience, language capabilities, and personal characteristics will be 

extremely valuable to the Program. I am of the utmost qualification for the student you are seeking, and I 

embody the values of the community I am willing to be a part of. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Valeryia  
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