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With this le+er, I want to express my interest in grant support for my studies and researching in 
case of admission to EHU. I am also sending three examples of my research papers, which can 
give you an idea of my skills and abili0es. 
 
My work focuses on the study of closed and hard-to-reach women's groups. I am encouraged by 
research into strategies and pa+erns of living where the risks for women are high and their 
sexuality faces s0gma0za0on, punishment, exclusion and other manifesta0ons of nega0ve social 
control. So I researched the survival strategies of non-heterosexual women in the North Caucasus 
republics, the psychological well-being of sex workers in Russia, and the prac0ce of using 
conversion therapy. This work required tacOul communica0ons, building trust, pa0ence and the 
ability to assess risks. And the center of research became a woman as a person in whom there is 
a struggle between tradi0onal morality and sexuality, patriarchy and feminism, civic ac0vism and 
survival. 
 
I see science and research not only as a separate area of life, but also as a tool, a method, a 
necessary condi0on for democra0c change, for the libera0on of women and the LGBT+ 
community. At the same 0me, it is important for me not to stop researching the women's issue 
in this important and rapidly changing 0me, to maintain efficiency, mobility and flexibility in 
research approaches. 
 
The grant would not only help me to study the program, but also to con0nue the empirical 
research that requires regular travel for surveys and interviews. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to par0cipate in the grant compe00on and for your 0me 
Valen0na Likhoshva 


