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1. EXPLANATORY NOTE
Course Goals and Objectives:
The main aim of this seminar is to explore the spatial dimension of visual culture.

Therefore we introduce into the theory and praxis of mapping knowledge. We will explore the crucial link between knowledge production and its visualization in the humanities. 

We got used to read the world as complex textual structures and we normally fix our insights as texts. During the last decades cultural analyzes paid special attention to different aspects of this de- and reconstruction process. The practice of reading and writing itself became an issue of anthropological research. A Spatial turn paid more attention to the spatial dimension of both: Language as a semiotic practice and history being perceived not mainly within a framework of time, but literally taking place. Looking from a post-colonial historical perspective it is obvious, that maps where not just an illustration of knowledge, but the process of mapping itself was part of the production of space, history and consciousness. We will to engage with this idea and analyze the production of knowledge and its spatial dimension in regard to our own work.
Expected Outcomes:

· a broad introduction to theories and methods of reading maps; 

· students get used to the critical Reading and Drawing of Knowledge Visualisations in the Humanities;
· they will link both practical skills and theoretical discourses about the spatial turn;
· students reflect on their own knowledge production and start to draw own maps of knowledge.
After exploring historical examples from Central Eastern Europe, we start to work out a project of a critical visualisation of knowledge being produced at EHU. A pilot research will combine overlapping areas of Humanities, Geography and Design. It will also bring together students with different backgrounds, interests and knowledge. As a result of the course an exhibition will present the maps of knowledge produced within the framework of EHU. 
Participation Prerequisites:
Any form of theoretical work in a field of the Humanities or practical experience in visual cultures will be helpful to start the course, but it is not compulsory. There is no need to know a specific programme despite MS Word. For experimental use it is required to install at least temporarily a free Mind Map programme such as FreeMind, Compendium or CAM Editor. It will be helpful to vizualize ideas with help of a graphics programme like CS Illustrator or Indesign. 

Course Format:

· An introductory session and a final session are held in the face-to-face format on campus, in Vilnius. 
· The course is developed and offered in the online format using the Moodle online learning platform. The minimum time to be spent on Moodle each week is 5-6 hours a week.
2. GRADING POLICY
Expected workload includes: active academic discussion, essay writing, drawing and reading of maps and the concept of a final project. The overall credit is given according to the following split:

· seminar activity, active part in online discussions in different forums – 25%;
· written and drawn workload – 30%;
· concept and design of a final project – 25 %;
· defense of the final project (final session meeting) – 10%.
For every essay handed in after the deadline the final mark will be cut of by one point.
3. THEMATIC COURSE PLAN
	№

темы
	Модули и/или темы курса и/или темы занятий
	Количество аудиторных часов
	Самостоятельная работа студента 

	
	
	Лекции
	Участие в онлайновых учебных занятиях
	Итоговые занятия
	Консультации с преподавателем
	Усвоение учебного материала (кол-во часов)
	Виды проверочных заданий
	Выполнение проверочных заданий (кол-во часов)

	1


	Introduction: Between Time and Space, Theory and Practice
	2
	
	
	
	4
	
	

	2


	Mental Maps: Mapping knowledge as a method to structure arguments 
	2
	
	
	
	4
	
	

	3
	Mapping Belarus: The production of knowledge and the formal creation of a nation–state
	2
	
	
	1
	4
	
	

	4


	Reading Maps: Structure and projection of knowledge in city maps of Hrodna 1937/1993
	2
	
	
	
	4
	X
	3

	5
	Henri Lefebvre: The social production of space
	
	2
	
	
	4
	
	

	6


	State run or privately reclaimed? Reading the Cathedral Square in Vilnius
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	3

	7


	Bruno Latour: Science in Action
	
	2
	
	
	4
	X
	

	8
	Brainstorming: How to map knowledge production at European Humanities University?
	
	2
	
	1
	
	
	

	9


	Michel Foucault: Discipline and Punish
	
	2
	
	
	4
	X
	

	10
	Surveillance: The spatial dimension of control in Belarus 
	
	2
	
	1
	4
	
	3

	11
	Eduard Soja: Real and Unreal Geographies
	
	2
	
	
	4
	
	

	12
	Modern or Postmodern? Analyzing The National Library of Minsk
	
	2
	
	1
	
	X
	3

	13
	Towards a Media Geography of the Internet
	
	
	2
	
	4
	
	

	14
	Virtualizing University? Analyzing the e-learning platform Moodle
	
	
	2
	
	
	
	

	15
	Presentation and  Discussion of final work proposals
	
	
	2
	
	
	
	3

	16
	The spatial dimention of knowledge production: Closing discussion
	
	
	2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Conception and Design of Final Work
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20

	
	итоговое занятие
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Всего:
	8
	16
	8
	3
	40
	
	35


4. READING LIST AND WEB RESOURCES
Required Readings: 
Harm J. de Blij, Alexander B. Murphy, Erin H. Fouberg (ed.): Human Geography. People, place, and Culture, New York 2007.
Michele Focault, Discipline and Punish, New York 1977.

Lefebvre, Henri The Production of Space, Blackwell 1991.

Bruno Latour: Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers through Society, Cambridge 1987.

William G. Moseley, David A. Lanegran and Kavita Pandit (ed.): The Introductory Reader in Human Geography: Contemporary Debates and Classic Writings, Malden 2007.

Eduard Soja: Postmodern Geographies. The reassertion of Space in Critical Social Theory, 1989 London.

Barney Warf and Santa Arias (ed.): The spatial turn : interdisciplinary perspectives, London 2009. 

Further Readings: 
Mike Crang: Virtual geographies: bodies, space and relations, London Routledge, 1999.

Katharine Harmon: Your are here: Personal Geographies and Other Maps of the Imagination, New York 2004.

Vladimir Kaganskij: Kulturnyj landshaft i sovetskoe obitaemoe prostranstvo, Moscow 2001.

Claudio Minca (ed.): Postmodern Geography. Theory and Praxis, Malden 2001.

John Rennie Short: Alternative geographies, Harlow 2000.

Ulf Strohmayer, Geogres I. Benko (ed.): Space and social theory: interpreting modernity and postmodernity, Oxford 1997.

Andrzej Zieleniec: Space and Social Theory, London 2007.
Web Resources: 
http://www.maphistory.info/

Information about all aspects of early maps - web projects, images available and written texts on the history of cartography.
http://press.uchicago.edu/books/HOC/index.html

The first two volumes of the History of Cartography in PDF format, presented by University of Chicago Press.  

http://www.wdl.org/en/search/gallery/?item_type=map&qla=en

The World Digital Library (WDL) makes available on the Internet, free of charge and in multilingual format, significant primary materials from countries and cultures around the world. 

http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/maps.htm

William Cronon describes methods of historical research and gives detailed examples how to come to terms with historical maps and how to build an argument.

http://www.bruno-latour.fr/virtual/index.html 

A project by Bruno Latour on “Paris. The invisible city” > a interesting way to apply the ANT towards contemporary cities.

http://www.geocaching.org

Geocaching is a real-world outdoor treasure hunting game. Players try to locate hidden containers, called geocaches, using GPS-enabled devices and then share their experiences online.

http://www.lut.ac.uk/gawc/rb/rb40.html

The online version of a Research Bulletin on Globalization and Geography has been published in RJ Johnston, PJ Taylor and MJ Watts (ed.) Geographies of Global Change 2nd edition Oxford (2002), 1-18. 

www.literaturatlas.eu/en


A research project on fiction and literature maps the ontological uncertainty and literary geographies of Prague, Swizerland and Berlin.

http://www.mappingpetersburg.org/site/

A project on Dostoevskis St. Petersburg and the mapping of ambiguity.

http://www.googlelittrips.org/


Students and Teachers create thematical maps linked to Google Earth.

http://www.atlasoffiction.com/

American, Irish and English literature mapped on the Web.

http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2005/06/05/books/20050605_BOOKMAP_GRAPHIC.html

A literarary Atlas of Manhattan.

5. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
1) Introduction: Between Time and Space, Theory and Practice

The aim of this session is to raise central questions on the crucial link between time and space. This is to analyze the strong emphasis of chronological thinking in our own everyday work in academia and to highlight the important dimension of space, which creates a certain threat to easy chronologies: Things happen simultaneously both – outside in the world and inside of academia. Thus, we start a discussion of major aspects how cultural science is able to bring together both dimensions. How we make sense of our world? And how we do create this world by both naming, imagining and exploring it. Finally we will discuss, how cultural theory and the world apart from academia are linked? Are we supposed to have an impact? Or should we first close up in an ivory tower called university, in order to become part of academia? How could we link both extreme positions in our seminar?

Exercise:
Make a raw drawing of your life from your childhood onwards, including school, university and your future plans! 

We collect the works and hand them out in a different order.  Analyze the drawing of a colleague: how is the link between time and space in this drawing? How did your colleague managed to linke past and future? 

Settext:
William G. Moseley and David A. Lanegran, The Four Traditions of Geography, The Introductory Reader in: William G. Moseley, David A. Lanegran and Kavita Pandit (ed.): Human Geography: Contemporary Debates and Classic Writings, Malden 2007, pp. 13–15.
Further Reading:
Andrzej Zieleniec: Space and Social Theory, London 2007.
Ricarda Bouncken: Creativity in Cross-Cultural Innovation Teams: Diversity and Its Implications for Leadership, in: Peter Meusburger, Joachim Funke, Edgar Wunder (ed.): Milieus of Creativity: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Spatiality of Creativity, Berlin 2009, pp. 189-201.

David Rooney (ed.): Handbook on the knowledge economy, Cheltenham 2005.

Friedman, Michael: Foundations of Space-Time Theories, Princeton 1983.

Barney Warf and Santa Arias: The spatial turn : interdisciplinary perspectives, London 2009.

John Rennie Short: Alternative geographies, Harlow 2000.

Katharine Harmon: Your are here: Personal Geographies and Other Maps of the Imagination, New York 2004, pp. 10–12.

2) Mental Maps: Mapping knowledge as a method to structure arguments 

Before exploring geographical maps as a means of creating and analyzing representations of culture and society we start to use the technique of mapping to structure our own thoughts. Thus, we analyze first very different mind maps and look at the technological aspect of digital and analogue production of such maps. Then we start to develop a mind map on our own. We try to fix our expectations in regard to the seminar and to develop some first loose ideas of what we would like to map during the project work phase. How knowledge is produced at EHU? Which aspect of our own way of dealing with academia has a spatial dimension and how could we trace it? 

Exercise:


Follow the outlined above questions and create a mind map of your own vision of this course!

Settext: 

Mind map guidelines, in: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mind_map 11.3.2012

Further Reading:

Stephan S. Hall: I, Mercator, in: Katharine Harmon: Your are here: Personal Geographies and Other Maps of the Imagination, New York 2004, pp. 15–19.

Lize Mogel and Alexis Bhagat: Introduction: in: Lize Mogel and Alexis Bhagat: An Atlas of Radical Carthography, Toronto 2008, pp. 6–11.

Buzan, Tony. (2000). The Mind Map Book, Penguin Books, 1996.

Novak, J.D. (1993), "How do we learn our lesson? Taking students through the process". The Science Teacher, 60(3), pp. 50-55.


3) Mapping Belarus: The production of knowledge and the formal creation of a nation–state

Now we start our exploration with Belarus: How scientists such as Karskij, Ramanau and Shpileuskij fixed the knowledge on a Belarusian ethnos? And how it was translated into a spatial idea of territoriality? These questions bring us to a central insight: Mapping is not just a process of description. In naming, measuring and drawing a precise imagination of Belarus, a modern idea of a Belarusian was given birth. The maximum image of the territory on which peasants spoke Belarusian vernacular was a scientific construction based on the defintion of which dialects are supposed to be Belarusian. Karskijs map became an icon of modern Belarusian history, it fuelled the creation of the Belarusian Peoples Republic and outlined the territories, later attached to BSSR. Over time the original vernacular zones disappeared and the map became a major argument for ethno-national claims.

Exercise:

I) Analyze Karskijs map of Belarussian vernacular: Which information it contains? How it was processed? And how it is designed in the map itself? Are there clear ethnic borders visible? 

II) Compare Karskis map to the map of the 1918 self announced government of Belarusian Peoples Repblic? What has been graphically changed? And what are the consequences of these changes?

Settext:
Jeremy Crampton: Maps as Social Constructions: Power, Communication and Visualization, in: Progress in Human Geography, 25 (2001), p. 235-52.
Further Reading:

Wiliam Cronon: Asking Questions about Maps, in: http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/maps.htm, 15.3.2012
Evfimij F. Karskij, Belorusy, 3 vol., Warsaw and Prague 1903–1922. 

Vasilij Bondarchik, Belorussy, Moscow 1998.

John Lewis Gaddis: The landscape of history: how historians map the past, Oxford 2004.

Political Geography, in: H. J. de Blij, Alexander B. Murphy, Erin H. Fouberg (ed.): Human Geography. People, place, and Culture, New York 2007, pp. 219–256.

Barney Warf and Santa Arias (ed.): The spatial turn: interdisciplinary perspectives, London 2009. 

Paul Roebuck: Meaning and geography: in: James D. Proctor: Geography and ethics : journeys in a moral terrain, London 1999, pp. 19–30.

Wolfgang Natter and John Paul Jones: Identity, Space, and other Uncertainties, in: Ulf Strohmayer, Geogres I. Benko (ed.): Space and social theory: interpreting modernity and postmodernity, Oxford 1997, pp. 141–162.




4) Reading Maps: Structure and projection of knowledge in city maps of Hrodna 1937/1993

Maps represent a technique to scrutinize and structure information. Traditional maps reduce a three dimensional space to two dimensions. It allows us to represent / analyze / understand complex layers of urban spaces. How does reduction of information works in geographical urban maps? And how we can find central social categories and its spatial representation? We will analyze two major maps of the town of Hrodna – the last map from 1937 and the first detailed post war map from 1993: Which technology was used to produce the maps? How color was used to map difference? Which symbols where used to make sense of the urban space of Hrodna? Is there a major focus in structuring the information? And is it possible, to read a map without prior reading of other sources? How is the relation between text and image in case of these urban maps?

Marked exercise No. 1:
Analyze both maps in regard to the outlined above questions. What are the major differences between the urban space of Hrodna and its representation prior and after WWII? And what have your learnt about the way, how spatial informations are represented in a classic geographic map?

Setmaps:

Iberski, E., Orientacyjny Plan Miasta Grodna 1937, Hrodna 1937.

Lukjanenko, L. A. u. a., Grodno i okrestnosti. Plan goroda 1:18000. Obzorno-topograficheskaja karta 1:200.000, Minsk 1993.

Vosprijatie kart, v: Arnheim, R.: Novye ocherki po psikhologii iskustva. Moskva 1994, ss. 215–224.
Further reading:
J.B. Harley: “Deconstructing the Map”, in: Cartographica 26 (2) 1989, pp. 1–20.

Ivan pp. Krėn’ u.a. (ed.): Pamjac’ Hrodna. Historyka-dakumental’naja chronika horada Hrodna, Minsk 1999.
Felix Ackermann: Palimpsest Grodno. Nationalisierung, Nivellierung und Sowjetisierung einer mitteleuropäischen Stadt. 1919- 1991, Wiesbaden 2010. 

Józef Jodkowski, Grodno i okolice. Jeziora Augustowskie i Suwalszczyzna. Przewodnik turystyczny, Hrodna, 1934.
Lukaševič, Andrej M., Hrodna, in: Belaruskaja Ėncyklapedyja, Bd. 5, Minsk 1997, pp. 442–446.
The beauty of Maps: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00s2w83
5) 
Henri Lefebvre: The social production of space

We start the theoretical exploration of our subject with the Marxist account of Henri Lefebvre. His research focused on the question, how spatial relations did impact the reproduction of social order. In his theory Lefebvre developed an argument, how space is produced by societies. As a result every society has its own characteristic way of creating and handling space. And space appears as a social construction itself. We focus on Lefebvres argument and its specific application to soviet urban planning. How do we understand Soviet urban spaces in Vilnius and Minsk? Are they specifically Soviet? Are they modern? And to what extent they became different after 1991?

Reading question:

How in Lefebvres theory social space is being produced?

Settext:

Lefebvre, Henri: Social´noe prostranstvo, v: Neprikosnovennyj zapas 2010, 2 (70), http://magazines.russ.ru/nz/2010/2/le1-pr.html

Further reading:

Lefebvre, Henri: The Production of Space, Blackwell 1991, pp. 58–79.
Rob Shields: Lefebvre, Love and Struggle - Spatial Dialectics, London 1999. 
James D. Proctor: Geography and ethics: journeys in a moral terrain, London 1999.
Tim Unwin: The end of the Enlightenment? Moral philosophy and geographical practice, in: James D. Proctor: Geography and ethics : journeys in a moral terrain, London 1999, 263–274.
6) State run or privately reclaimed: Minsk Oktjabrskaja Square 

During this seminar we will deepen our reading of Lefebvre and examine a local example: How public space is being produced in the very centre of the capital of Belarus? We all know Oktjabrskaja from our own experience. Now we reconcider the making of the square applying the reading of Lefebvre. Does this procedure make sense? What do we learn from such an analysis? In order to answer the questions, we will describe the Oktjabrskaja Square and then analyze how state led actors performed public space and how it is reframed by the inhabitants of Minsk in everyday life. 

Settext:

Andrzej Zieleniec: Space and Social Theory, London 2007, pp. 60–97.

Further reading:

Vladimir Kaganskij: Kulturnyj landshaft i sovetskoe obitaemoe prostranstvo, Moscow 2001.
Stanek, Lukasz Henri Lefebvre on Space: Architecture, Urban Research, and the Production of Theory, University of Minnesota Press 2011.


7) Bruno Latour: Science in Action

The French sociologist Bruno Latour was highly influential in developing a theory of science based on the study of the laboratory itself: In order to make sense of the scientific knowledge production he analyzed how the space, analytical instruments and persons interact. He developed a Actor-Network-Theory taking into account the influence of the scientific environment including technical devices called by Latour black boxes. We start to explore his theory and ask what would happen, if we take into account the environment of our own laboratory of knowledge? How does the former building of the Vilnius branch of Minskaja Shkola Milicii influences the way we study and (re)produce knowledge? Please take part in the online discussion and write a introductional statement!
Reading question:

How Latour links the space of the laboratory, the technical devices and the scientifical practice?

Marked Online Discussion question a):

Would it be possible to project Latours ATN-Theory to humanities and in particular to the study of visual cultures? 

Exercise:

Draw a A3 map of the way how you study including places such as student hostel, Valakupiu, you home in Belarus, libraries etc.!

Settext:
Bruno Latour: Gde nedostajushchaja massa? Cociologija odnoj dverej, in: Viktor Vachshtejn (ed.): Sociologija odnoj dveri: Sociologija veshchej, Moscow 2006, pp. 199–222.
Further reading:

Viktor Vakhshtejn: Vosvroshchenije material´nogo. «Postranstva», «seti», «potoki» v aktorno-setevoi teorii, in: Sociologicheskoe obozrenie, 4 (1 / 2005), pp. 94–115
Bruno Latour: Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers through Society, Cambridge 1987, pp. 63–78.
Bruno Latour: Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor-Network-Theory, Oxford 2005.


John Law and John Hassard: Actor Network Theory and After, Oxford 1999.

Annemarie Mol: The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice, London 2002.

Sheila Jasanoff, Designs on Nature: Science and Democracy in Europe and the United States, Princeton 2005.

Bruno Latour: Die Logistik der immutable mobiles, in: Döring, Jörg; Thielmann, Tristan (ed.) Mediengeographie. Theorie – Analyse – Diskussion, Bielefeld 2009, pp. 111–144.

Karl Popper, “Truth, Rationality, and the Growth of Scientific Knowledge,” in: Conjectures and Refutations (New York 2005), pp. 291-338.
8) Brainstorming: How to map knowledge production at European Humanities University?
Humanities are not functioning in a laboratory situation and are closely interrelated to major questions of contemporary politics (even if these questions are not outlined openly). Thus, our discussion of a spatial dimension of knowledge production has a highly political dimension itself. EHU in fact is a political project and one goal of our seminar is to create a geography of EHU’s knowledge, to explain how does a university in exile functions. Until now you should develop an idea of your own in order to represent a own aspect of what we have done so fare: You present the idea of a map in the seminar and we will all discuss it.

Settext: 

Hitendra Pillay: Knowledge and social capital, in: David Rooney (ed.): Handbook on the knowledge economy, Cheltenham 2005, pp. 80–92.
Exercise:

Please outline a map of knowledge production at EHU, you would like to hand in as a final work: present it to your colleagues as a PowerPoint presentation. Outline briefly: idea, shape and open ends! 

Further reading:

Alison Blunt: Dissident geographies: an introduction to radical ideas and practice, Harlow 2000.

Mark Banks, Managing creativity in the knowledge economy, in: Handbook on the knowledge economy, Cheltenham 2005, pp. 218–228.

Ricarda Bouncken: Creativity in Cross-Cultural Innovation Teams: Diversity and Its Implications for Leadership, in: Peter Meusburger, Joachim Funke, Edgar Wunder (ed.): Milieus of Creativity: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Spatiality of Creativity, Berlin 2009, pp. 189-201.

Martina Fromhold-Eisebith: Space(s) of Innovation: Regional Knowledge Economies, in: Peter Meusburger, Joachim Funke, Edgar Wunder (ed.): Milieus of Creativity: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Spatiality of Creativity, Berlin 2009, pp. 201–219

Peter Meusburger, Joachim Funke, Edgar Wunder (ed.): Milieus of Creativity: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Spatiality of Creativity, Berlin 2009.


9) Michel Foucault: Discipline and Punish

Our next adventure between global texts and local realities is the reading of Foucault’s classic work of Discipline and Punish. We explore in his writing the close link between spatial arrangements and the hierarchy of knowledge and power. Thus, the modern architecture of a prisons panopticum is seen not just as symbolical way of state control over its subjects. If possible we will visit a prison in the center of Vilnius and compare, how Foucault’s theory fits Lithuanian realities. EHU was located in the very beginning of its Vilnius carrier at Kraziu gatve – we will held our seminar in the Lithuanian Institute of History, which is based on the same street – right in front of the prison. Ironically throughout decades the prison was one of the major places, where Belarusian ethnic knowledge production was located in Vilnius. 

Settext:

Michele Focault, Discipline and Punish, New York 1977, pp. 195–219. 

See also Russian version.
Marked online discussion No. b):

Please discuss the main features of Foucaults text: How prison architecture and surveillance are linked?

Further reading:

Jeremy W. Crampton and Stuart Elden (ed.): Space, knowledge and power: Foucault and geography, Hampshire, 2007 pp. 1–22.
David M. Smith: A moral geography of absence: the Łódź Ghetto, in: David M. Smith: Moral geographies : ethics in a world of difference, Edinburgh 2000, pp. 68–73.

David Harvey: The Kantian Roots of Foucault´s Dilemma, in: Jeremy W. Crampton and Stuart Elden (ed.): Space, knowledge and power: Foucault and geography, Hampshire 2007, pp. 41–48.

Georges Benko: Space and social theory : interpreting modernity and postmodernity, Oxford 1997.

Matt Hannah: Imperfect Panopticism: Envisioning the Construction of Normal Lives, in: Ulf Strohmayer, Geogres I. Benko (ed.): Space and social theory: interpreting modernity and postmodernity, Oxford 1997, pp. 344–359.


10) Surveillance: The spatial dimension of control in Belarus
Now we start to apply our new ideas of geographies of knowledge to certain political issues. One aspect seems to be especially interesting for foreigners imagining the work of EHU: How surveillance shapes the academic process? Where Belarusian, Lithuanian and EU-measures are geographically located and how they influence studying? How to describe the difference of surveillance in Belarus and in Lithuania? And is there a specific spatial pattern to its presence? We collect data and try to bring them together in a single map of academic and non-academic surveillance. 

Set texts:


David Murakami Wood: Beyond the Panopticon? Foucault and Surveillance Studies, in: Jeremy W. Crampton and Stuart Elden (ed.): Space, knowledge and power: Foucault and geography, Hampshire, 2007 pp. 245–264.

Institute for Applied Autonomy: Tactical Cartographies, in: Lize Mogel and Alexis Bhagat: An Atlas of Radical Carthography, Toronto 2008, pp. 6–11.

Галина Орлова. «Карты для слепых»: политика и политизация зрения в сталинскую эпоху. Oбразы памяти пропаганда советология сталинизм учебники. В: «Визуальная антропология: режимы видимости при социализме» под ред. Е. Ярской Смирновой и П. Романова, М., 2009, С. 57-105, http://urokiistorii.ru/2010/20/karty-dlya-slepykh
Exercise:
Pay special attention to any form of surveillance on your way from Minsk to Vilnius, and from your dormitory to campus and back. Which measures of bureaucracy are a strict condition for your studies in Vilnius?
Further Reading:

Andrzej Zieleniec: Michael Foucault: space, knowledge and power, in: Andrzej Zieleniec: Space and Social Theory, London 2007, pp. 125–149.
Making Feminist Sense of the State and Citizenship, in: Lynn A. Staeheli (ed.): Mapping women, making politics: feminist perspectives on political geography, pp. 227–244.
Stephen Graham: Geographies of surveillant simulation, in: Mike Crang: Virtual geographies: bodies, space and relations, London Routledge, 1999, pp. 131–149.

11) 
Eduard Soja: Real and Unreal Geographies
Soja´s text was highly influential in creating a post-structuralist account of spatial relations. He made a central argument for a stronger account of space as a central category of social theory. His critical analysis brought together the changing schemes of space production in metropolises and certain characteristics of Globalization. But does it make sense to apply his arguments to cities such as Minsk and Vilnius, which are far from being metropolis? How linked is Minks to global developments even if isolated politically? And finally: To what extent Globalization influences the learning environment of EHU in Vilnius?

Settext:

ЭДВАРД СОИЯ: Как писать о городе с точки зрения пространства? В: Логос 3 (66) 2008, с. 130-140. 

Further reading: 

Eduard Soja: Postmodern Geographies. The reassertion of Space in Critical Social Theory, 1989 London.
Gavin Bridge and Andrew Wood: Geographies of Knowledge, Practices of Globalization, in: William G. Moseley, David A. Lanegran and Kavita Pandit (ed.): The Introductory Reader in Human Geography: Contemporary Debates and Classic Writings, Malden 2007, pp. 296–305.

Globalization and the Geography of Networks, in: H. J. de Blij, Alexander B. Murphy, Erin H. Fouberg (ed.): Human Geography. People, place, and Culture, New York 2007, pp. 418–430.

David M. Smith: Moral geographies: ethics in a world of difference, Edinburgh 2000, pp. 1–22.
Marcus Doel: Poststructuralist geographies: the diabolical art of spatial science, Edinburgh 1999.
Damon Rich: New York City Garbage Machine: in: Lize Mogel and Alexis Bhagat: Introduction: in: Lize Mogel and Alexis Bhagat: An Atlas of Radical Carthography, Toronto 2008, pp. 122-124.

Stephan Günzel: Geophilosophy and Creative Milieus, in: Peter Meusburger, Joachim Funke, Edgar Wunder (ed.): Milieus of Creativity: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Spatiality of Creativity, Berlin 2009, pp. 269–279.

12) Modern or Postmodern? Analyzing The National Library of Science in Minsk

We continue the discussion on post-modernity and the city and ask: Do we perceive our Central European urban environment in 2012 as following strictly modernist traditions? Are Vilnius and Minsk shifting cities? And how post-modernity was introduced into both? Did new practices change the way the urban space was shaped? And how this is linked to the city as a certain precondition of academic work and life? How a geography of academic Vilnius would look like? How to mark layers in regard to time, ethnicity and may be even nationality? Or are these questions again too modernist? After putting these questions we need to narrow the discussion and discuss the special case of the new Minsk National Library. Is it in Sojas understanding a strictly post-modern building / environment? What is the outcome for doing academic research in Belarus today?
Marked exercise No. 2:

Write an essay examining the main ideas of Eduard Soja in regard to postmodern spaces and apply them to the new Minsk National Library! Do not exceed 750 words.

Settext:

ЭДВАРД СОИЯ: Постметрополис. Критические исследования городов и регионов, в: Логос 6 (40) 2003, с. 133–149. 

Further reading:

Giuseppe Dematteis: Shifting Cities, in: Claudio Minca (ed.): Postmodern Geography. Theory and Praxis, Malden 2001, pp. 113–128.
Andres Oppenheimer: Geography, Culture and Prosperity, in: William G. Moseley, David A. Lanegran and Kavita Pandit (ed.): The Introductory Reader in Human Geography: Contemporary Debates and Classic Writings, Malden 2007, pp. 400–402.

Urban Geography, in: H. J. de Blij, Alexander B. Murphy, Erin H. Fouberg(ed.): Human Geography. People, place, and Culture, New York 2007, pp. 257–299.

Peter Meusburger, Joachim Funke, Edgar Wunder (ed.): Milieus of Creativity: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Spatiality of Creativity, Berlin 2009. 

Jenny Price et. al.: Drawing (on) Water in Los Angeles: Lize Mogel and Alexis Bhagat: Introduction: in: Lize Mogel and Alexis Bhagat: An Atlas of Radical Carthography, Toronto 2008, pp. 95–107.

David M. Smith: A moral geography of absence: the Łódź Ghetto, in: David M. Smith: Moral geographies : ethics in a world of difference, Edinburgh 2000, pp. 68–73.

Rob Shields: Spatial Stress and Resistance: Social Meanings of Spatialization, in: Ulf Strohmayer, Geogres I. Benko (ed.): Space and social theory: interpreting modernity and postmodernity, Oxford 1997, pp. 186–202.

Introduction – open poststructuralist geography, in: Marcus Doel: Poststructuralist geographies: the diabolical art of spatial science, Edinburgh 1999, pp. 1–24.

13) Towards a Media Geography of the Internet

After discussing urban space and its link to knowledge production we are obliged to examine the internet in its spatial dimension. Thus, we try to think about the World Wide Web not just as a virtualization machine of traditional information channels. How to map the internet? And how does it link modern- and postmodern forms of knowledge representation? 

Settext:

Urban Geography, in: H. J. de Blij, Alexander B. Murphy, Erin H. Fouberg (ed.): Human Geography. People, place, and Culture, New York 2007, pp. 257–299.
Further reading:

Hard, Mikael u.a. (Hrsg.): Transforming Spaces. The Topological Turn in Technology Studies, Online publication of the international conference held in Darmstadt, Germany, March 22-24, 2002, http://www.ifs.tu-darmstadt.de/ fileadmin/gradkoll//Publikationen/transformingspaces.html, 24.01.2007. 

Saskia Sassen: Reading the City in a Global Digital Age: Geographies of Talk and the Limits of Topographic Representation, in: Döring, Jörg; Thielmann, Tristan (ed.) Mediengeographie. Theorie – Analyse – Diskussion, Bielefeld 2009, pp. 513–538.

Eric Gordon: The Metageography of the Internet: Mapping from Web 1.0 to 2.0, in: Döring, Jörg; Thielmann, Tristan (ed.) Mediengeographie. Theorie – Analyse – Diskussion, Bielefeld 2009, pp. 397–413.

Döring, Jörg; Thielmann, Tristan (Hrsg.): Mediengeographie. Theorie – Analyse – Diskussion. Bielefeld: Transcript 2009.




14) Vitualizing University? Moodle as an electronic learning environment

In this seminar we focus on how virtualization of the teaching process shapes the way we handle knowledge at EHU. To be more precise: How does Moodle shape the way we think, work, act as students and lecturers? How could we describe this virtual learning environment? And how does it change our way to think? Is it “just” a virtual classroom oder something completely different? We go back to recent theory on media philosophy and media geography and try to apply it to our specific EHU realities of shifting, commuting and virtualizing both teaching and research practices. How does it influence the outcome of a humanities university project?

Settext:

Exercise:

Write an essay on how you perceive the virtual space of Moodle in regard to the process of knowledge activation. How is it preceisely linked to your work in Vilnius or Minsk? (wordlimit 750 words)

Further reading:

Thielmann, Tristan: "Mapping by Ourselves: Towards a Media History of Geomobility", in: Proceedings of the International Symposium on Electronic Art, Istanbul 2011.

Wouters, Paul and Anne Beaulieu. 2006. Imagining e-science beyond computation. In: Christine Hine (Hg.): New Infrastructure for Knowledge Production: Understanding E- Science, London: Information Science Publishing, pp. 48-70. 

Laura Chernaik: Transnationalism, technoscience and difference: the analysis of material–semiotic practices, in: Mike Crang: Virtual geographies: bodies, space and relations, London Routledge, 1999, pp. 79–92.

Jeremy Crampton: Virtual geographies: the ethics of the Internet: James D. Proctor: Geography and ethics : journeys in a moral terrain, London 1999, p. 72–92.
Jennifer S. Light, From city space to cyberspace, in: Mike Crang: Virtual geographies: bodies, space and relations, London Routledge, 1999, pp. 109–130.

6. DESCRIPTION OF THE FINAL ASSIGNMENT 

Conceptualize a visual essay on the knowledge production within EHU: You can choose from the fields of section IV: Surveillance, Gender, Citizenship, Exile or propose your own issue. Our main focus is the question, how knowledge in EHU is being produced / proceeded and what is the spatial dimension of this process. Please make sure to conceptualize your essay not in a classical textual form, but to include visual elements or create (if possible) your own map of knowledge production at EHU. Ideally the result is a visual map A2 with a selfexplaining legend. In addition please write a short essay of no more than 2500 words to explain your question, lay out briefly your methods, the way you obtained data and the core idea how to visualize your thesis. 

