Tik Tok and influencer:
An Interview with Anastasia Konovalova
By Alexandra Skopina

Tik Tok now became the most hottest app and has over 40 million users. Despite the political censorship, bloggers still talk about modern politics, international relations, and also feminism. People find a lot of new information in TikTok, but can it be also harmful? What can be learned?
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Anastasia Konovalova (@akfwd) is a young blogger in TikTok. Her content, as well as her opinion, which she is not afraid to express, argue, and defend inspired me. 
Anastasia gets views and activity because of the algorithms of this social network, even though she has not much followers. 

I caught up with Anastasia in Moscow to talk about the movement she participates in and how it's evolving.

Anastasia told me about the complexity of blogging, her fears, and the positive things that changed her perception.

If you  want to try your hand at video blogging in tik tok, check out the experience of inspiring activist Anastasia!

Alexandra Skopina: Why did you choose this social platform? Why TikTok?
Anastasia Konovalova: I guess I chose it because on Tik Tok it’s easier for creators to reach people. Your content appears on the For You page so people who might be interested in the type of videos someone makes might interact with it. It’s easier to gain followers there, the content is more likely to become “viral”. My most popular video at the moment has 140 thousand views, which is crazy to me. I wouldn’t have this kind of reach on any other app, I think. The algorithm might just blast your video to thousands of users’ feed.
 
Skopina: What ideas are you promoting?
Konovalova: I promote intersectional feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, I stand against racism and xenophobia. I also discuss Russian politics. 
 
Skopina: Did you choose TikTok because it has a more loyal audience?
Konovalova: I guess it’s possible to say so. I consider myself to be on more of a political side of Tik Tok, so people who share the same beliefs as me show a lot of support, because they want others to see what I have to say, they want those ideas to spread. 
 
Skopina: What can you say about the TikTok audience in general? (positive or negative comments)
Konovalova: Well, most people don’t actually post anything, I think, they are here to watch, like, comment, and follow. This app is not as “formal” as Instagram, for example. So most people stay anonymous and are not ashamed to follow who they want, to say anything (bad or good) in the comments. I also think that the majority of Tik Tok users are underage. So people who just comment whatever comes to their mind might really harm the self-esteem of an innocent kid who just wanted to post a fun dance they’d done with their friends. But there are still good people who will fight those haters in the comments and show lots of love and support.
 
Skopina: How do you handle negative comments? Do you answer them? What emotions do they evoke in you, what kind of reaction?
Konovalova: When I first started I felt very attacked with every negative comment. I deleted any video that was not doing good. My first post to get backlash was about transgender women. Radical feminists started commenting that feminism shouldn’t support “men in skirts”. It made me very upset, because I didn’t expect that kind of feedback at all. I didn’t know that in Russia there are so many trans-exclusive feminists. Then I made a video in support of the Black Lives Matter movement. Again, I was shocked by how racist Russians are. I thought about deleting my account at all, I considered reaching a therapist even. My friends helped me to deal with it. Now I stand with everything I’ve ever said, I am not afraid not to respond to hate, I understand that I shouldn’t lean into pointless arguments. People often say offensive things just to offend, not to give constructive criticism. I only respond when I see that the person is open to a dialog. If it’s obvious that there’s nothing anyone can say to that hater I just ignore or block them without any consideration.
 
Skopina: Is it difficult for you to promote your ideas? What are the barriers?
Konovalova: Honestly, it is. When I talk about feminism, radical feminists tell me I am not a real feminist. When I talk about racism people tell me that it’s not a feminist issue. When I talk about transgender people I get called a misogynist. So I am not fully supported by anyone other than intersectional feminists. That’s the main barrier. That’s the reason why my “Likes to Followers ratio” is so low I think.
 
Skopina: Tell me more detail, please, what exactly are you talking about in your videos?
Konovalova: I talk about what intersectional feminism stands for and why feminism is important. I've made a fair amount of videos about the Black Lives Matter movement and why it’s not racist to respect black people. I talk about gender and sexual identity. My most popular video is a joke about Putin poisoning Navalny. My first videos are about the J.K. Rowling scandal and why we shouldn’t endorse transphobic feminists. Also, I share my own experience close to those topics.
 
Skopina: What about Tik Tok censorship? Does it exist there? Have your videos been blocked due to inconvenient topics?
Konovalova: Censorship does exist. No one is allowed to curse or demonstrate behavior that might be inappropriate for minors. I’ve had posts blocked because I’ve shown screenshots of people saying racist and sexist things. I’ve also had a video blocked because of mass reports from other Tik Toker’s followers, who don’t share the same political beliefs as me. I’ve heard from mutual creators that now the Russian segment of Tik Tok doesn’t really show LGBTQ-related videos.
 
Skopina: As a micro-influencer, do you feel responsible for what you are promoting to the masses?
Konovalova: Yes, I do. I honestly feel obligated to make this world a more accepting and welcoming place. I want people to feel like they belong. Now that I have somewhat of a platform I feel like I can do my part. If I can change the mind of one person, that’s already a huge deal.
 
Skopina: How do your friends feel about your blogging activities? How is the support shown?
Konovalova: They 100% support me. My friends have helped me to overcome all the hate. When I first started getting hate online they were ready to defend me, they helped me to understand how ridiculous it is to diminish yourself because of some anonymous person. I believe in what I promote and so do they and that’s all that matters.
 
Skopina: What is the worst story that happened to you because of your tik tok activities (if any)?
Konovalova: The worst thing to happen to me was some kid calling me an “animal” and people saying that my opinion doesn’t matter because I am a “little girl”. Someone has sent me hate messages on Instagram from a fake account. Honestly, it’s not as bad as it could be. My biggest fear is that any time all of my personal information might end on Pozdnyakov’s Telegram channel. That has happened to people. There are activists who are afraid that someone might stalk or hurt them because of this person. 
 
Skopina: Do you think TikTok is a toxic place? (if so why)
Konovalova: Yes and no. It is a toxic place. As I have mentioned, people feel like they can say anything. Many people project their own insecurities on others. But there are still great people there.
 
Skopina: Do you think that there is no place for children in Tik Tok? Is your content sensitive? Can it somehow influence children? (if yes, how, bad / good / instructive)
Konovalova: Tik Tok has started a children’s app, I think it will stay like that. The majority of users are minors and I guess that's okay, there's space for everyone. My content might affect kids, I hope. I want children to know what feminism is, why is it important to respect everyone, why is it okay for them to be themselves and let others do that.

Skopina: Do you think TikTok is good or bad in general? (Reasons for and against)
Konovalova: I think it’s good on its own. Tik Tok is fun, honestly. The people are the bad part. But I suppose nothing can change that, cyber-bullying won’t go anywhere. 
 
Skopina: What are your plans for the future in blogging?
Konovalova: I don’t really have any, I kinda go with the flow. I’ve never expected to get views and followers in the first place, so we’ll see how everything turns out. 
 
Skopina: Do you want to stay on this platform, or will you expand to others? (if yes, which ones and why)
Konovalova: I think that I’ll stick with Tik Tok. I don’t see myself on any other platform, really. I still have Instagram, but my pages there are for my personal stuff.
 
Skopina: Do you have a couple of tips for aspiring bloggers?
Konovalova: Don’t be afraid to be yourself. Try new things. It’s important to keep in mind that there will always be someone who doesn't like you, but that’s okay. Thinking of that, there are no people who like everyone. Also, building a platform on hate is not the move, just saying.
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