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Studying at the Ruhr University Bochum’s Gender Studies program will provide me with the opportunity to change my career path by combining my research interests, organizational and activist experience. I studied at the Faculty of Philology and Journalism at Kemerovo State University, then worked for several years in regional journalism and marketing. Working with people and text taught me communication skills, the ability to structure information and understand complex topics from scratch.

At the same time, I began to engage in activism in the feminist field. Since 2019, I have participated in the international DIY-project in support of survivors of domestic violence “Not Her Fault.”(Ne vinovata) In 2019-2020, I organized events (concerts and public talks with lawyers and psychologists) in the city of Tomsk, from 2019 to 2023 I participated in concerts as part of the fempunk group The Charmed (Zacharovannye) in different cities (Tomsk, Novosibirsk, Moscow, Yaroslavl). We donated all the funds raised at the festival to local organizations and funds that help survivors of domestic violence. In Tomsk, we helped the organization “Women’s Voice”: with monetary donations and purchases of necessary items for the shelter.


In 2020-2021, I organized events in the educational project September Women’s History Week (SNEZHI) in Tomsk, during which we organized meetings and professional master classes for women and remembered significant women’s names in the history of Siberia. All proceeds from the event also went to “Women's Voice”, an organization that supports survivors of domestic violence.

Also in 2019-2021, I took part in picket lines in support of the law against domestic violence and in support of political prisoner Yulia Tsvetkova.

My experiences in activism helped shape my feminist lens and critical thinking and directed me toward self-education. In addition to independently studying the history of feminism and gender studies, in 2023 I took a Free University course on feminist philosophy from Tatyana Levina, as well as a Designing feminist research course from the New University in Exile. In 2024, I attended a reading group on feminist theory at the Garage Museum of Contemporary Art.

Studying at the Master's program in Gender Studies at the Ruhr University Bochum will help me systematize and deepen the knowledge I gained through self-education and specify the topic of further research. For now, my areas of interest are Russian-speaking women's and queer literary communities, their history and continuity. In addition to academic work, I am also ready to take part in extracurricular charitable and cultural projects.

I could apply the acquired knowledge both in my scientific career and in practice: in teaching, organizing charitable projects and activist communities in Russia. When the political situation in the country changes, this will be an important task on the road to democratization and reconstruction.
