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Online Tutorial  3 

Topic:  Dispute Resolution in the WTO

Review Unit 3 power point slides

Reading:	Workbook Unit 3
                        Respective pages of the Trebilcock, Howse and Eliason   

Further reading:
Sacerdoti, Giorgio, The Dispute Settlement System of the W.T.O.: Structure and Function in the Perspective of the First 10 Years (March 2007). Bocconi Legal Studies Research Paper No. 07-03. Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=981029 
                     
	


Learning outcomes:
1. To be familiar with the dispute settlement procedure within WTO;
1. To be able to distinguish WTO dispute settlement procedure from dispute resolution in other organizations;
1. To be able to critically discuss advantages and disadvantages of WTO dispute settlement process;
1. To practice analytical and group presentation skills;

Online Tutorial tasks:

1. Discuss the nature of GATT/WTO dispute settlement?  Is it judicial? or is it arbitration? Is it simply political power-broking?


1. What is the WTO Appellate Body?  Is it a court of law?

1. Assessed Forum 2: Participate in the forum discussion via MOODLE on the following topic: 
“What are advantages and disadvantages of the WTO dispute resolution system?” 
Prepare and upload a short answer (maximum 300 words) on the MOODLE discussion board; read and comment on your peer’s answers. [maximum 3 points for the short answer; 1 point for each valid comment, up to maximum 2 points, i.e. this assessment is worth 5% of your final mark]


1. Individual student research.  Each student needs to perform the following research task:
· Research the dispute-resolution in other trading organisations—European Union and The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). How does dispute resolution in GATT/WTO resemble/differ from those? Support your answer using a decided case of the WTO Dispute Settlement Body (‘DSU’). 


1. What are the proposals for DSU reform in the following areas and how far will they resolve criticisms of existing procedures:
0. Institutions
0. Proceedings

You will find the WTO Disputes site helpful:
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_e.htm


In time for the final session:
· Reflect on your independent research project. Were you able to easily find all necessary information? 
· Reflect on the WTO dispute resolution procedure. Do you consider it effective and why? 
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