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Online Tutorial 2 

Topic:	Legal structure of the WTO and its principles 


Review Unit 2 power point slides

Reading:	Workbook Unit 2
                        Respective pages of the Trebilcock, Howse and Eliason

Further reading:

McRae, Donald, MFT in the GATT and the WTO, Asian Journal of WTO & International Health Law and Policy, Vol. 7, No. 1, pp. 1-24, March 2012 
Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2117781

	


Learning outcomes:

· To be able to explain the nature, composition and operation of the WTO;
· To understand and reflect upon the concept of the non-discrimination principles of the WTO: MFT and NT;
· To practice structuring and drafting an answer to an essay-type question;



Online Tutorial tasks:


1. Who governs the WTO?  Explain the structure of the organisation. 
a. look at the WTO structure chart provided on Moodle
b. read the WTO’s description of this in Chapter 7 of its document http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/utw_chap7e.pdf  


2. Is there a “separation of powers” at the WTO – i.e. is there really a separate legislature, executive and judiciary?  Is such a thing possible?


3. Describe the two main non-discrimination principles of the WTO. Where can these be found? 





Online Assessment 1: Upload via MOODLE your answer to the following question (maximum 1000 words, in MS Word format): 
 
“Creation of WTO was a logical and welcomed step allowing the international community to address imperfections of GATT and further liberalize international trade.” 
Do you agree with this statement? Critically discuss the differences between GATT and WTO.  [maximum 20% of the final mark]

The following information will be useful in helping you to structure your answer. 

Answering essay type questions 
· Essay questions not easier than problems questions.
1. It may sound obvious, but you need to answer the question asked—some students fall down because they simply write everything they know about that topic.
1. A good essay keeps in touch with the question which it is addressing as it goes along and then comes to a conclusion. 
1. Spend some time brainstorming a list of points and issues that you think will be relevant to the answer.
1. Spend some time writing a plan, jot down headings, key points, statutory and case references. 
1. Write the answer using your plan to guide you, keep referring back to the question to show that you are engaging with it. 
1. If the question asks for your view—make make sure to include it.
1. Have a short introduction and always come to a conclusion. 
1. Include a bibliography (assignments only!)


	Essay writing tips
· Introduction
· identify subject area
· define key terms
· signpost areas of debate/ core arguments

· Main body
· Set out core arguments
· Explain principles with ref. to authorities

· Conclusion
· ‘decide’ on arguments with specific reference to quote




In time for the final session:
· Reflect on your tutor’s feedback for you Online Assessment 2. How do you structure an essay type question answer?
· Think of why the WTO non-discrimination principles are important. 
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