[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Sir or Madam,  
my name is Hanna and with this cover letter for scholarship application I will express my interest in studying at Media and Communication program at European Humanitarian University.

Firstly, my story. Right after the gymnasium, from which I had graduated with a gold medal. During schooling, took 3rd place in the second stage of the Republican Olympiad in Mathematics twice I entered the BSUIR University to study programming. Not because of strong desire of pursuing a degree or cramming for knowledge. I would describe it as “everyone is going and I have to do same”. I quickly became disillusioned with the educational process, in fact, it was the same gymnasium, only the schedule was less comfortable and the number of people in the classes varied. In addition, programming turned out to be not my cup of tea. I passed the first session, to bring this stage of my life to its logical end, than went on vacation to travel, and ended up moving out from Belarus. Unfortunately, as I was completely lost in my life. At that point, some time after, I was stuck in a vicious cycle of addiction until I made the strategic decision to return home to my loving family and get treatment. It was in the beginning of 2022.

Since then I came back to life, completed psychotherapy, found new hobbies (acting classes, gym training, and running) and returned to old ones (drawing). I also wanted to get back into powerboat sport, I was quite successful in my teenage years, I have many prize places (11) in international (Lithuania, Poland, Latvia, Ukraine, Russia, Germany) and Belarusian (17) competitions. I even earned the title of Master of Sports of the Republic of Belarus. I attached my MoS certificate in attachment. But unfortunately, due to the position of the Belarusian government regarding the war in Ukraine, Belarusians are no longer invited to international competitions, so there was no point in it. 
6.5 years after passing that last session at BSUIR, I feel and sense myself as a different person. If then I was not interested in anything (as it turned out later, after psychotherapy and endless self-reflection, because I was depressed from early teenage years to early 20s), now I am interested in too many things,  so I have to choose what to do :) The possibilities of media to connect and educate people admire me. And I want, already consciously, to gain experience and knowledge that studying in higher education institution can give. Work both alone and in a team, generate ideas, and develop projects. Contribute to the community and be a part of it. Connect.
A person is a combination of his/her life experience, views, beliefs, stories. Everyone has experience that could be useful, or could be practically implemented on another person life, or even used with the purpose of entertaining. Especially if you know how to ask the right questions. And in order to ask the right questions, you need to try to understand the people around you, be empathic, understand the motivation of people, and in order to learn this, you first need to “decipher” your own self. Also for a person who wants to connect his/her life with the media, general erudition is important for understanding the context.
Considering program for the main application, the goal was to choose a program, curriculum of which is resonating with my inner self, so I will be interested not just in the outcome, but process. In addition, I would like a challenge to myself, for example, sometimes it is not easy for me to interact with people, but I am working on it. Moreover, I am sure that the media and communications program will practically help me with this. Furthermore, skills that students gaining studying on “Media and communications” program are vital to help me with personal brand development and expressing myself in digital world. Curriculum inspires me, in particular these courses: media production; PR and SMM; effective communication; history and theory of photography; psychoanalysis, culture, media; photography: creation, production, curating; creative writing and literary editing.
To be completely honest, I also really enjoyed the Theater Arts and Acting program, but the knowledge I gained from this program cannot be implemented in my tiny business, so if there is such an opportunity, I would take some subjects from this course as additional classes to the main program.
The idea to start studying at a university came to me not so long ago. I was exploring wide range of options, and realized that I need to revise English, and the last time I studied was at school long time ago. Despite after that I had enough practice in speaking, I think that my knowledge is not enough to pass writing and grammar on internationally recognized tests. So since the beginning of summer, I have been learning English again and filling in the gaps. And few weeks ago I discovered EHU. For me it would be an amazing opportunity to study Media and Communication program under European education system in my mother tongue. 
Why Lithuania? Additional points. The possibility of opening a sole trade with a student visa. Adequate taxation of cryptocurrency trading. Not hot climate. 
Why EHU? The European education system in the native language. Belarusian and international community under one roof. The opportunity, if I am accepted, start studying this year. Curriculum, with which I felt in love
Thank you for considering my request. I look forward to your response. 

Yours faithfully, 
Hanna Znachenok 



